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TheTheTheThe 

The Nation Will Celebrate Its Seventh Annual National Lightning 
Safety Awareness Week, June 22-28, 2008  

Lightning—The Underrated Killer  
 
In the United States, there are an estimated 25 million 
lightning flashes each year. During the past 30 years, 
lightning killed an average of 62 people per year.  
This ties the average of 62 deaths per year caused by 
tornadoes. Yet because lightning usually claims only 
one or two victims at a time and does not cause mass 
destruction of property, it is underrated as a risk. While 
documented lightning injuries in the United States  
average about 300 per year, undocumented injuries 
likely much higher. 
 
Watch for Developing Thunderstorms: Thunder-
storms are most likely to develop on spring or summer 
days but can occur year round. As the sun heats the air, 
pockets of warmer air start to rise and cumulus clouds 
form. Continued heating can cause these clouds to grow 
vertically into towering cumulus clouds, often the first 
sign of a developing thunderstorm. 
 
An Approaching Thunderstorm: When to Seek Safe 
Shelter: Lightning can strike as far as 10 miles from 
area where it is raining. That's about the distance you 
can hear thunder. If you can hear thunder, you are 
within striking distance. Seek safe shelter immedi-
ately. 

Outdoor Activities: Minimize the Risk of Being 
Struck: Most lightning deaths and injuries occur in the 
summer. Where organized outdoor sports activities take 
place, coaches, camp counselors and other adults must 
stop activities at the first roar of thunder to ensure every-
one has time to get a large building or enclosed vehicle. 
Leaders of outdoors events should have a written plan 
that all staff are aware of and enforce. 

Indoor Activities: Things to Avoid: Inside buildings, 
stay off corded phones, computers and other electrical 
equipment that put you in direct contact with electricity. 

Stay away from indoor or outdoor pools, tubs,  
showers and other plumbing. Buy surge suppressors 
for key equipment. Install ground fault protectors on 
circuits near water or outdoors. When inside, wait 30 
minutes after the last clap of thunder before going 
outside again. 

Helping a Lightning Strike Victim: If a person is 
struck by lightning, call 911 and get medical care 
immediately. Cardiac arrest and irregularities, burns, 
and nerve damage are common in cases where people 
are struck by lightning. However, with proper treat-
ment, including CPR if necessary, most victims  
survive a lightning strike. You are in no danger help-
ing a lightning victim. They carry no electrical 
charge. 

Summary: Lightning is dangerous. With common 
sense, you can greatly increase your safety and the 
safety of those you are with. At the first clap of thun-
der, go a large building or fully enclosed vehicle and 
wait 30 minutes after the last clap of thunder to back 
outside. 

This and additional information is found on the  
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
website:  

http://www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov/ 
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                         Upcoming Meetings 
June 10   9 AM  FCFCA      5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
June 10   1:30 PM  FCPCSA      5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
June 13   10 AM  CEPAC      5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
June 18   7 PM  ARES      5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
July 1   1:30 PM  800 MHz Data Subcommittee   5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
July 2   10 AM  HSAC      5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
July 3   1:30  800 MHz Safety     5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
July 8   9 AM  FCFCA      5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
July 9   1 PM  COPIN      5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
July 9   1:30 PM  800 MHz Advisory     5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
July 16   9 AM  FCEM&HS Executive Committee   5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
July 17   9 AM  Tech Ops/Training     5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
July 30   9 AM  9-1-1/PSAP Managers    5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 

                                    Jim Leonard,  Interim Director  
                              

                 Jan Bartel, Finance                                              Art Baker,  Warning/EOC                                                 
              Jamie Stout, Planning                                          Pam Tickle, Training/Grants 
                                    Susan Johnson, Administrative Assistant    
                 

                                           www.franklincountyohio.gov/emahs                                                                                                 

                                                            Upcoming Training 
 

June 18,19,20  8 AM-5 PM ICS 300/400 (Vikki Bunting)    5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
July 23-25  8 AM-5 PM COOP/COG Training    5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
July 29-31  8 AM-5 PM ICS 300/400 (CFD Instructor TBD)   5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
August 13-15  8AM-5PM Agricultural Terrorism    5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
August 20-22  8 AM-5 PM ICS 300/400 (CFD Instructor TBD)   5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
September 8-10  8 AM-5 PM ICS 300/400 (CFD Instructor TBD)   5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 
October TBD  TBD  Partnership in Emergency Preparedness:  
      A Faith-Based and Community Initiatives Workshop TBD 
December 9-11  8 AM-5 PM ICS 300/400 (Sgt. McVey)    5300 Strawberry Farms Blvd. 

During May, one new siren was installed in Obetz at Old Groveport Road and Bixby Road.  This brings 
the total siren count for Franklin County to 151. 
 
The public is reminded that there are other ways to protect themselves in severe weather conditions, 
such as having weather alert radios in their homes and places of business and monitoring local radio and 
television stations.   

 Siren Update  

Upcoming Exercises 
 

June 10   11 AM-5PM Health Department Pan Flu FE Columbus Police Training Academy, 1000 N. Hague 
September 12  9:30 AM-3:30 PM Columbus Regional Airport FSE Columbus Airport  
September 23  9:30AM-3:30 PM Multi-Regional IED TTX  TBD 

Upcoming Events 
 

July 3     RED, WHITE & BOOM    Downtown Columbus 
Month of September   National Preparedness Month 
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Send your kids off to college with a disaster supply kit! 

This is for informational purposes only, FCEM&HS does not endorse this product. 

ARRL Emergency Preparedness and Response Manager Dennis Dura,  
K2DCD (center), presents ARES Commendation Certificates to Ohio  
Section Emergency Coordinator Frank Piper, KI8GW, of Pickerington 
(left), and District Seven Emergency Coordinator Steve Katz, N8WL, of  
Granville. These commendations were awarded on the recommendation of  
Ohio Section Manager Joe Phillips, K8QOE, for “rescuing a crippled ARES 
unit” and were presented to the Ohio ARES leaders at the ARES Forum  
during Dayton Hamvention. [Constance Barsky, WD8ODC, Photo]  

Local Franklin County COARES Member Receives Award 

Check out the following website to for information on a disaster supply kit you can purchase and send off 
to college with your kids:  http://www.morrisonmed.com/smart.html 

The kit contains: 

• Cell phone power source w/multiple adapters. 
 
• Nut Free / Gluten Free food bar 

• 2 Emergency water pouches 

• Aluminum Siren Safety Whistle 

• First Aid Kit - Contains various size bandages, antiseptic wipes, antiobiotic ointment,  
      non-aspirin tablets & instructions 

• Personal Protection Kit - Contains non-latex gloves, biohazard bag, face mask,  
      germicidal cloth, antiseptic wipes & instructions 

• Emergency Solar Blanket - Maintains body heat and can be used as a poncho to  
      protect against the elements 

• Emergency Safety Glow Sticks - Illuminates for 12 hours 

• Tissue 

• Plastic Medication Container 

• Environmentally Friendly Instant Ice Pack 

• Call for Help sign 

• Feminine Hygiene product 

• Emergency Contact Card 

• Entire kit contains Latex-Free products  


