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Comparison Counties

Conducted PCA and K -Means analysis to assess 
similarity to Franklin County.

Decided to use three -part test:
1. Between 1 million and 4 million population
2. Contain central city of a metropolitan area
3. Located in the Midwest, South, or inland West



Comparison Counties

Exceptions:

Hamilton, OH (pop 840,000) - Peer county
Marion, IN (pop 980,000) - Peer county
South Florida - Too dissimilar
Nevada - Too dissimilar



Comparison Counties
County Central City

Allegheny County Pittsburgh, PA

Cuyahoga County Cleveland, OH

Hamilton County Cincinnati, OH

Hennepin County Minneapolis, MN

Marion County Indianapolis, IN

Wayne County Detroit, MI

Bexar County San Antonio, TX

Dallas County Dallas, TX

Duval County Jacksonville, FL

Fulton County Atlanta, GA

Hillsborough County Tampa, FL

Mecklenburg County Charlotte, NC

Orange County Orlando, FL

Travis County Austin, TX

Wake County Raleigh, NC

Salt Lake County Salt Lake City, UT



Methodology

Constructed County Price Parity Index inspired 
by the BEA’s Regional Price Parity Index.

Analyzed income, relative cost, and tax burden 
in comparison counties and by income level.

Used data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, and Census 
Bureau.
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Findings

Families at Franklin County’s median, low, and 
high income levels rank highly in adjusted post -
tax income against comparison counties.

Median - Income Household: #5

Low - Income Household: #4

High - Income Household: #4
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Findings

Key drivers of affordability and economic 
opportunity:

1. Region - South and West are more expensive 
and have higher incomes than Midwest

2. Housing - Housing is largest contributor to 
affordability

3. Employment - Employment opportunities 
give Franklin County a regional advantage
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Findings

1. Franklin County has relatively high taxes
a. Income Taxes: #4
b. Sales Taxes: #5
c. Property Taxes: #5

2. Tax differences are small compared to cost -
of - living differences
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Questions?
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