
FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REZONING HEARING AGENDA

July 14, 2026

1. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING
Resolution No. 0498-26

Resolution to adopt the recommendation of the Rural 
Zoning Commission of Franklin County, Ohio – Case 
ZON-26-05. (Economic Development and Planning) 

Resolution No. 0499-26 
Resolution to deny the recommendation of the Rural 
Zoning Commission of Franklin County, Ohio, and 
approve the rezoning request – Case ZON-26-06. 
(Economic Development and Planning) 

https://crms.franklincountyohio.gov/RMSWeb/pdfs/R21175.pdf
https://crms.franklincountyohio.gov/RMSWeb/pdfs/R21177.pdf


Resolution to adopt the recommendation of the Rural Zoning 
Commission of Franklin County, Ohio – Case ZON-26-05. (Economic 

Development & Planning) 
 

WHEREAS, Case ZON-26-05 The applicant, Jim Dorenbusch from 
Junction Architecture & Design LLC on behalf of Owner Bible Truth 

Tabernacle, requested is to rezone 717-725 N Hague Avenue, Franklin 
County Auditor parcel number 140-002667, from the Restricted Industrial 

(RI) and Rural (R) districts to Restricted Urban Residential (R-8) district; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, on June 10, 2026, the Franklin County Planning 

Commission recommended conditional approval of the proposed rezoning 
with the following conditions. 

1. Site Development must comply with requirements of the 

Franklin Stormwater Drainage Manual 
2. Site must have a total of 4 ADA parking spaces.  

3. Site plan to be updated to meet site plan requirements at the 
zoning compliance phase.  

; and 
 

WHEREAS, on July 10, 2026, the Franklin County Rural Zoning 
Commission recommended approval of the proposed rezoning, with the 

following conditions: 
1. Site Development must comply with requirements of the 

Franklin Stormwater Drainage Manual 
2. Site must have a total of 4 ADA parking spaces.  

3. Site plan to be updated to meet site plan requirements at the 
zoning compliance phase.  

; and 

 
WHEREAS, on July 14, 2026, the Board of County Commissioners 

held a public hearing in accordance with the requirements of Revised Code 
Section 303.12 and voted to adopt the recommendation of the Rural Zoning 

Commission at such hearing; now, therefore, 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF FRANKLIN 
COUNTY, OHIO: 

 
1. That the recommendation of the Franklin County Rural Zoning 

Commission is hereby adopted and the application Jim Dorenbusch from 
Junction Architecture & Design LLC on behalf of Owner Bible Truth 

Tabernacle, (ZON-26-05), to rezone 717-725 N Hague Avenue, being 
Franklin County Auditor parcel number 140-002667, from the from the 



Resolution to adopt the recommendation of the Rural Zoning 
Commission of Franklin County, Ohio – Case ZON-26-05. (Economic 

Development & Planning) 
 

Restricted Industrial (RI) and Rural (R) districts to Restricted Urban 
Residential (R-8) district is hereby approved. 

 
2. The rezoning approved by the Board of Commissioners as described in 

this Resolution shall become effective 30 days after July 14, 2026. 
 

 
Prepared by: Austin Workman 
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STAFF REPORT 

Board of Commissioners 

July 14th, 2026 
 

Case: ZON-26-05 

Prepared by: Austin Workman 

I. Summary  

Owner/Applicant: Bible Truth Tabernacle, Anthony Reilly / Jim Dorenbusch, Junction 

Architecture & Design, LLC 

Township: Franklin Township 

Site: 717-725 N Hague Ave (PID#140-002667) 

Acreage: 3.0 -Acres 

Utilities: 

Zoning: 

Public water and wastewater 

Restricted Industrial (RI) & Rural (R) 

Request: 

 

 

 

Recommendation: 

Requesting to rezone from the Restricted Industrial (RI) and Rural (R) 

districts to Restricted Urban Residential (R-8) district to expand an 

existing non-conforming church. 

 

Staff Recommends conditional approval of the request to rezone the 

property. 

 

II. Property Background/History  

The property is located on the west side of North Hague Avenue and originally consisted of two 

lots within different zoning districts that were later combined. 

• 1920 – Residence constructed at 717 N. Hague Ave. 

• 1969 – Property located at 725 N. Hague Ave. rezoned to the Restricted Industrial 

district for a cabinet making business. 

o This use has since changed to a religious use.  

• 1969 - Commercial structure and parking lot constructed at 725 N. Hague Ave. 

• 2008 – Current owners acquired the property. 

• 2025 – Properties were combined 

 

III. Surrounding Land Use/Zoning 

Location Jurisdiction Zoning Land Use 

North Franklin Rural (R) Single Family Home 

South Franklin Select Commercial Planned District 

(SCPD) 

Commercial and residential  

East Franklin Rural (R) Single Family Home 

West Franklin Rural (R) Single Family Home 
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IV. Comprehensive Plan 

The Scioto-Franklin Neighborhood Plan (2011) identifies the recommended land use(s) as Light 

Industrial and Office. Recommended uses include office, industrial, storage and warehousing. 

The plan recommends the following zoning districts for the proposed land uses: Suburban Office 

(SO), Limited Industrial (LI), and Restricted Industrial (RI). The request to rezone this parcel to 

the Restricted Urban Residential (R-8) district is not consistent with the recommendations of the 

Plan.   

 

V. Zoning District Review 

 

Existing zoning – Restricted Industrial (RI) District: 

The Restricted Industrial District is provided for industrial uses, which seek locations in 

suburban areas or in very close proximity to residential areas. These industrial uses generally 

require a minimum of services and facilities and generate little industrial traffic. They typically 

operate within an enclosed structure and have little or no adverse effect on adjacent land by 

producing noise, odor, dust, smoke, glare or hazard. 

 

Existing zoning – Rural (R) District: 

The Rural District is intended for agricultural and residential development in the County where 

the conservation of resources is important or where appropriate urban use of the land cannot be 

achieved because of the lack of urban services, most importantly centralized water and sanitary 

sewer. The principal permitted uses are agriculture, residential subdivisions and farm dwellings. 

 

Proposed zoning – Restricted Urban Residential (R-8) district: 

The R-8 District is intended for urban neighborhoods served by centralized water and sanitary 

sewer which have developed with lot sizes of approximately 7,200 square feet for single-family 

homes and with allowances for two-family and townhouse dwellings with 5,000 square feet of 

lot size per unit. 

 

VI. Development Standards  
R-8 

Lot Size 0.16 -acres 
Lot Width 60 ft 

Lot Coverage 35%* 
Front Yard 45 ft 
Side Yard 6 ft 
Rear Yard 30 ft 
Parking 87 spots 

Parking Setback 3 ft 
Maximum Height 38 ft 

 

• Churches or other places of worship. Provided it occupies a lot of not less than three (3) 

acres and there is one (1) acre or more per one hundred (100) seats or similar 

accommodations in the main assembly area.  

• Parsonages are a permitted use with religious institutions  
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• Property meets the minimum lot size, road frontage for the proposed uses and parking 

requirements.  

• *Applicant is requesting to rezone to the R-8 district to have a higher lot coverage 

allowance. 

VII. Technical Agency Review: 

The informal technical review occurred on 05/20/2026. Below are the comments received 

1. Franklin County Engineer’s Office: 

• Site development must comply with requirements of the Franklin 

Stormwater Drainage Manual including requirements for water quality and 

quantity and ensuring that the site has an adequate drainage outlet. 

• Follow City of Columbus Accessible Parking Space Specifications. 87 total 

spaces will require 4 ADA spaces, at least one of which is Van accessible 

• Questions about whether the proposed house will remain on the property, 

and if so, how will it interact with the proposed parking spaces 

• Site Plan edits during zoning compliance phase  

 

2. Franklin County Planning Department:  

• Site plan will need to meet all site plan requirements during zoning 

compliance phase, and plans must be drawn to scale.   

 

VIII. Staff Analysis  

The current property meets the minimum lot size of 0.16-acres and lot width of 60 ft required for 

the Restricted Urban Residential (R-8) district. Additionally, the 3-acre property will meet the 

required lot size of 3-acres required for a religious use that has a total of 300 seats. 

 

The proposed rezoning to the Restricted Urban Residential (R-8) district is not consistent with 

the Scioto-Franklin Neighborhood Plan (2011). However, the R-8 district would be more 

conforming to the development standards needed for expansion of the church, as the maximum 

lot coverage is 35%. While the Rural (R) district would allow the use and the parsonage, it would 

limit coverage to twenty percent. Additionally, the religious use is not a permitted use in the 

Restricted Industrial (RI) district. 

 

The surrounding area is characterized by both commercial land uses and single-family residential 

uses in the Township. Additionally, there are industrial uses further south on Hague Ave located 

in the City of Columbus. The proposed rezoning will be generally consistent with the land uses 

on surrounding and nearby properties.   

 
IX. PC Recommendation 

On June 10th, the Planning Commission (PC) heard case #ZON-26-05 and provided a 

recommendation of conditional approval for the request to rezone the property from the 

Restricted Industrial (RI) and Rural (R) zoning districts to the Restricted Urban Residential (R-8) 

zoning district with the following conditions. 

1. Site Development must comply with requirements of the Franklin County Stormwater 

Drainage Manual 
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2. Site must have a total of four (4) ADA parking spaces.  

3. Site plan to be updated to meet site plan requirements at the zoning compliance phase.  

 

X. RZC Recommendation 

The Rural Zoning Commission (RZC) was scheduled to hear this case on June 18, 2026. Due to 

a lack of quorum, the meeting was rescheduled to July 2, 2026. That meeting was subsequently 

rescheduled to July 10, 2026. On July 10, 2026, the RZC is scheduled to hear this case and take 

an action to approve, approve with conditions, or deny the request to rezone the property from 

the Restricted Industrial (RI) and Rural (R) zoning districts to the Restricted Urban Residential 

(R-8) zoning district. Any additional conditions other than those recommended by EDP Staff will 

be provided to the Board of Commissioners in advance of their scheduled July 14, 2026, 

meeting. 

 

XI. Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve the request to rezone from the 

Restricted Industrial (RI) and Rural (R) zoning districts to the Restricted Urban Residential (R-8) 

zoning district, with the following conditions:  

1. Site Development must comply with requirements of the Franklin Stormwater Drainage 

Manual 

2. Site must have a total of 4 ADA parking spaces.  

3. Site plan to be updated to meet site plan requirements at the zoning compliance phase.  
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Franklin County
Board of Commissioners

ECU 0MW DEVELOP F T
1803 & PLANNING

Application for

Rezoning
Page 1

Prop rty h i ~ ::
Site Address: .—- L ,7/7s’7C~ ‘V.
Parcel ID(s):

/SlOtPOZ ~
otal Acreage: Township~ p~L~~AJ

1P operty Descr~ptior~
Acres to be rezoned:

Current Land Use:

Surrounding Land Uses:

C.Wi) p-C-I.?

North ~ F~4-A.4~tLj hv~~EL-1A.)c~~.

South ~y~-~ C~ ~ ~ e~- ~-c 4—c-- -~-~‘ C1SIp e

East: ~ - F~—~- L ~ I! L4.~J ~

West ~

Re on ng Requ St
Currrent Zoning. ~ ~ Q~1~q-y~.4~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ R ‘.-‘ r~ (
Proposed Zoning ~s ~ 5L4’~c~ dg~%~A~) 1?Le~c~ ~-i*_I~

Proposed Land Use: c:-~
Purpose for Request: ~4_,4—~4-~o ~ ~7L.~ 4.4’ ~ C 4..L.’~.~

~-~‘ ,~‘6~A-’ / ~ t~~ ~ t~ ~ ,~4’~’-~ ≤ ~, e
L~’ 7’~~ ,e

f1VED

~PR ~ 2026

Lt~-i

Commissioners Date 7/ ~ t~

Ehe list ~ ~

Q Fee Payment (checks only)

Q Completed Application

jJ Notarized Affidavit

Q Legal description of property

~J Location/Area map

LJ Waterrvvastewater Information

r:i Development Plan (if a planned
district request)

at r & Waste ater
Water Supply

E~’~blic (Central)

1J Private (On-site)

EJ Other

Wastewater Treatment

~4ubllc (Central)

~J Private (On-site)

~J Other

Staff Use Only

Case #

Date Flled0q/~~ (3

FeePald~~
Receipt # ~

ReceivedBY4_u~i.,) ~

Tech~al Review Date:

Big Darby Panel Date

Planning Cc~~s on Date 6 ~/4~ ~

Rural Zonin e Commission Date:

oc?/ ~7/~

(revised Jan.26)



Franklin County Application for
Board of Commissioners Rezon i ng

II~ ECONOMiC DEVELOPMENT Page 2
1803 & PLANNING

Name:
S,b(’c ‘7gtr~~ Tp.~,e-~zp±c-ce #+f~•,4n-?-~o~ fEe-icc

Address:
7z~ Arve

Co~ow~’auc~.4~-4 Ljt,tot4

Phone# ~L’4.9oO.o3a~ Feel!

Email: arei ~ Icrl—/--c! $LMAA (, coWl

~fl
Name: h ~ , -~-~ ~ A-ae-t+ tec$~...c’-ak Li_c

Address:
~SOS~
D~,~kkcp~ OH LtS04z

Phonel! Fes#7Lf~ -

Email. ~~ CO~

(revised Jan.26)



Application for

Page 3

To the best of my/Our knowledge and belief, information and materials submitted as a part of this Rezoning application are correct, complete and accurate. The Franklin County
Technical Review Committee members are hereby granted permission to enter the property for inspection and review purposes. I/we understand that delays or tablings may
impact the hearing schedule.

Property Owner (Signature must be notarized)

Property Owner ‘~.tarized)

Date

Date

Date

‘-I

Applications may be delivered to 150 South Front Street, FSL Suite 10, Columbus, Ohio 432 15-7104, ATTN: Tre’ Wolf, Planning
Project Coordinator. Forward any questions to the project coordinator at 614-525-3904 or Planning@franklincountyohio.gov.

L~

Franklin County
Board of Commissioners

EOOI E LU ENT
1803 PL NING

Si natures

Rezoning

Iii iii~

(revised 03.10.25)
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BIBLE TRUTH TABERNACLE - SCHEMATIC ELEVATION

JUNCTION
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717-725 N. HAGUE AVE., COLUMBUS, OH 43204 Date: 2.10.2026



PRELI INARY APPROVAL
ADAM W FOWLER, P.E, P.S

mbostard
10/21/2025 12.40:27~

PENDING ORIGINAI.S
*Submltted via digital format ~tjg~’

Plrase return this approval, stung with he original
description aid plot of survey, as prepared by the

surveyor, signed sealed, and dated in blue ink.

~Vl y ‘~i<,-u .C,I .._t $1 N,.

S E R V I C E S

DESCRIPTION OF 2.997 ACRES
1012112025

Situated in the State of Ohio, County of Franklin, Township of Franklin, Survey Number 1279 of the Virginia
Military District, being all of the 1.00 acre tract conveyed to Bible Truth Tabernacle of record in Instrument
Number 200805210078186 (0.996 acre) and all of that 2.00 acre tract conveyed to Church of Jesus Christ
of Apostolic Faith (see affidavit of name change to Bible Truth Tabernacle in Instrument Number
200806020084244) of record in Deed Book 3483, Page 965 (2.001 acres), APN 140-002667-00, all
references being of the Franklin County Recorder’s Office, unless otherwise noted, and described as
follows:

Beginning, for reference, at a found Monument Box FCGS 5906 (bronze disk) marking the centerline of
right-of-way intersection of Fisher Road and North Hague Avenue (being South 58° 22’ 46ii West, 19.21
feet from FCGS STO4 found, also being North 87° 24i 36” West, 20.95 feet from FCGS STO5 found), thence
from said reference point of beginning, South 23° 49’ 39” East, along said centerline of right-of-way for
North Hague Avenue (originally established by Road Record 9, Page 99, see also FRA-70-7.60 FRA-33-
12.96), the same being a common line to Survey Numbers 530 and 1279 of the Virginia Military District, a
distance of 755.95 feet to a mag nail set at the northeasterly corner of said 2.00 acre tract, the same being
the southeasterly corner of that 1.43 acre tract conveyed to Ryan G. Shingler of record in Instrument
Number 202208010111453, the True Point of Beginning;

Thence, continue along said centerline of right-of-way for North Hague Avenue the same being a common
line to said Survey Numbers 530 and 1279 and an easterly line of said 2.00 acre tract, South 23° 49’ 39”
East, 74.70 feet to found Monument Box FCGS STO3 (1” solid iron pin);

Thence, along the centerline of said North Hague Avenue, the same being a common line to said Survey
Numbers 530 and 1279 and an easterly line of said 2.00 acre and 1.00 tracts, South 23° 49’ 39” East,
117.27 feet to a mag nail set at the southeasterly corner of said 1.00 acre tract, the same being the
northeasterly corner of that 0.146 acre tract conveyed to Franklin County Commissioners of record in
Instrument Number 200310240342239;

Thence, along the southerly line of said 1.00 acre tract, the same being the northerly line of said 0.146 acre
tract and the northerly line of that 2 acre tract conveyed to Jemco Holdings, LLC of record in Instrument
Number 201412220169731, South 66° 48’ 57” West, 680.48 feet, passing a 1” iron pipe found at 17.27
feet, and a 5/8” rebar with “Franklin County Engineer” cap at 50.11 feet, to a 1” iron pipe found marking the
southwesterly corner of said 1.00 acre tract, the same being the northwesterly corner of said 2 acre tract
and in the easterly line of that 4.0 acre tract conveyed to John Gagnon of record in Instrument Number
201908130102137;

Thence, along the westerly line of said a 1.00 acre and 2.00 acre tracts, the same being the easterly line
of said 4.0 tract, North 23° 46’ 28” West, 191.83 feet, passing a 5/8” rebar found at 63.78, to a 1” iron pipe
found marking the northwesterly corner of said 2.00 acre tract, the same being the southwesterly corner of
said 1.43 acre tract;

Thence, along the northerly line of said 2.00 acre tract, the same being the southerly line of said 1.43 acre
tract, North 66° 48’ 12” East, 680.31 feet, passing a 5/8” Rebar set in the westerly right-of-way line for said
North Hague Avenue at 660.31 feet, to the True Point of Beginning, containing 2.997 acres, more or less,
inclusive of the present right-of-way which occupies 0.088 acre.

Subject to all legal easements, rights-of-way, conditions, and restrictions. Bearings are based on the Ohio
State Plane Coordinate System, South Zone (3402), NAD83 (2011). A bearing of South 23° 49’ 39” East
was held for the centerline of North Hague Avenue between monuments FCGS 5906 and FCGS STO3.
Rebar set are 5/8” Rebar, 30” long, and capped Smart Services. This description is based on an actual field
survey conducted by Smart Services, Inc. ir~Se ember 2025

Jo .../

1 ~
iohn C. Dodgion, p 8069 4t~ 84069
S:~2025 Projects\895601 - Junction Architectttre - 8i. ~ Hague Ave - Survey

SMARTSERVICES.INC.COM 88W. CHURCH’SlRE ,,, HIO 43055 PHONE: (740) 345-4700 FAX: (740) 522-4706
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VIRGINIA MILITARY DISTRICT, SURVEY NUMBER 1279
TOWNSHIP OF FRANKLIN, FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO

PROPERTY ADDRESS
717—725 HAGUE AVENUE, COLUMBUS, OHIO 43204

PER11NENT DOCUMENTS
Thomas Nastoff RECORD DEEDS TO SUBJECT PROPERTY AND ADJOINING PROPERTIES

l.N. 202406130058467 AND AVAILABLE SURVEYS BY OThERS
1.605 Ac.

CER11FICA11ON
ThIS PLAT WAS PREPARED BY SMART SERVICES, INC. AND IS A

V. t B I ki Ltd TRUE AND ACCURATE REPRESENTATION, TO THE BEST OF OUR
I.N.2~2O1Q070153170 KNOWLEDGE, INFORMA11ON AND BELIEF, OF A SURVEY MADE BY

1.605 Ac. SAME IN SEPTEMBER OF 2025.

ThIS SURVEY WAS PERFORMED WITHOUT ThE BENEFIT OF A 11TLE
POLICY; ALL OWNERSHIP SHOWN IS BASED UPON RECORD
DATA ACQUIRED AT THE liME OF SURVEY, NO GUARANTEE
IS PLACED UPON ACTUAL OWNERSHIP OF ANY PROPERTY.

EASEMENTS MAY EXIST ON SUBJECT PROPERTY THAT
WOULD BE REVEALED IN A 11TLE EXAMINATION.

BASIS OF BEARINGS
BEARINGS SHOWN HEREON ARE BASED ON THE OHIO STATE PLANE
COORDINATE SYSTEM, SOUTH ZONE (3402), NAD83 (2011). A
BEARING OF S2349’39”E WAS HELD BETWEEN MONUMENTS FCGS
5906 AND FCGS STO3.

LEGEND
® IRON PIN FOUND AS NOTED [M~ MONUMENT BOX FOUND

0 IRON PIPE FOUND AS NOTED X~ MAG NAIL SET

~ 5/8” x 30” REBAR W/YELLOW I.D
CAP LABELED “SMART SERVICES” SET

PREPARED BY:

si~.v.vuI. .INy~ *1.

S E R V I C E 5
88 W. CHURCH STREET, NEWARK, OHIO 43055

PHONE: (740) 345—4700 FAX: (740) 522—4706
www.SmartServices—Inc.com

DETAIL ‘A’
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Flo Realty Ohio, LLC
IN. 202106240110117

S

John Gognon
l.N. 201908130102137

Orig. 4.0 Ac.
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Resolution to deny the recommendation of the Rural Zoning 
Commission of Franklin County, Ohio, and approve the rezoning 

request – Case ZON-26-06. (Economic Development & Planning) 
 

WHEREAS, the applicant, Pravin Patel, on behalf of the owner, 
HARISUMIRAN OF OHIO, INC., is requesting to rezone Franklin County 

Auditor parcel number 120-000043, located at 3740 Walker Road, from the 
Rural (R) district to the Exceptional Use (EU) district for the development 

of a youth development center with outdoor sports recreational facilities; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, on June 9, 2026, the Big Darby Accord Advisory 

Panel recommended approval of the proposed rezoning with the following 
conditions:  

 

1. A conservation easement needs to be implemented.  
2. There needs to be a review of the potential plant species to be 

planted, native to Franklin County to include a diverse species 
list and there needs to be an invasive species management 

plan. Planting of state listed species is discouraged. A draft of 
the updated list of possible species will be sent to the applicant; 

and 
  

WHEREAS, on June 10, 2026, the Franklin County Planning 

Commission recommended approval of the proposed rezoning, with the 
following conditions:  

 

1. The proposed landscaping shall include diverse plantings in 

avoidance of invasive and state listed species.   
2. A conservation easement is required for the permanent 

protection of the undisturbed open space; and 

 
WHEREAS, on July 10, 2026, the Franklin County Rural Zoning 

Commission recommended denial of the proposed rezoning; now, 
therefore, 

  

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
OHIO: 

 
1. That the recommendation of the Franklin County Rural Zoning 

Commission is hereby denied and the application of HARISUMIRAN OF 
OHIO, INC., ZON-26-06, to rezone Franklin County Auditor parcel 

number 120-000043, located at 3740 Walker Road, from the Rural (R) 



Resolution to deny the recommendation of the Rural Zoning 
Commission of Franklin County, Ohio, and approve the rezoning 

request – Case ZON-26-06. (Economic Development & Planning) 
 

district to the Exceptional Use (EU) district is hereby approved with the 
following conditions: 

 
i. The proposed landscaping shall include diverse plantings in 

avoidance of invasive and state listed species.   
ii. A conservation easement is required for the permanent protection 

of the undisturbed open space.  

iii. A Drainage Report, Stormwater Management Plan, Stormwater 

Pollution Protection Plan, and Operation and Maintenance Manual 
which meets the criteria established by the Ohio EPA, Franklin 

County Engineer, and County Stormwater Drainage Manual shall be 
required with any zoning compliance application.  

iv. A traffic study will be required with the zoning compliance 
application to evaluate traffic impacts and required improvements 

to support the proposed use.  
 

2. The rezoning approved by the Board of Commissioners as described in 
this Resolution shall become effective 30 days after July 14, 2026 

 
 

Prepared by: Kayla Johnson 
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STAFF REPORT 

Board of County Commissioners 

7/14/26 

 

Case: ZON-26-06 

Prepared by: Kayla Johnson 

 

I. Summary  

Owner/Applicant: HARISUMIRAN OF OH INC./ Pravin Patel 

Township: Brown Township 

Site: 3740 Walker Road (PID #120-000043) 

Acreage: 23.894 acres 

Utilities: Private water and wastewater 

Request: 

 

 

Recommendation:  

Requesting to rezone from the Rural (R) district to the Exceptional Use 

(EU) district for the development of a youth development center with 

outdoor sports recreational facilities. 

Staff recommends conditional approval. 

  
 

The applicant is proposing a faith-based, youth development, cultural, and community center. 

The center will be utilized exclusively for leadership training, community service coordination, 

cultural preservation, and structured youth athletic development. Various festivals, mentoring, 

and religious gatherings will also occur on site. More than 50% open space is proposed to be 

preserved at the rear of the site separate from the active recreational fields and private utilities 

(well and septic). A stormwater facility and numerous structures are also proposed to provide 

indoor activities to guests of the facility. Outdoor recreation will not utilize stadium lighting, and 

activities will end by dusk each day.  

 

II. Property Background/History  

 

• Around 1920, the lot was subdivided into its current configuration.  

• As early as 1995, based on aerial photography, the lot remained vacant or with 

agricultural land uses.  

 

III. Surrounding Land Use/Zoning 
Location  Jurisdiction  Zoning  Land Use  

North  Brown Twp. Rural (R) Single-family residential  

South  Brown Twp. Rural (R) Agricultural 

East  Brown Twp. Rural (R) Single-family residential, Agricultural 

West Brown Twp. Rural (R) Single-family residential, Agricultural 
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IV. Comprehensive Plan 

 

The Brown Township Comprehensive Plan (2005) recommends the site for Low Density Rural 

Residential (LRR) with a density of 0.2-0.4 net units per acre.  

 

The Big Darby Accord Watershed Master Plan (2006) recommends the site for Conservation 

Development with 50% open space and a rural density (0.2-0.5 dwelling units per acre).  

 

Public/institutional land uses are identified further south of Walker Road currently the Hilliard-

Bradley High School. Institutional land uses are also envisioned under the Town Center, Mixed 

Use, and Suburban zones.  

 

The proposed land use meets the recommendation for residential land use, and the institutional 

land use does not match the land use plan recommendations. The Rural (R) district allows for the 

religious institution, but the recreational and community center uses are not permitted under the 

zone district.  

 

V. Zoning District Review 

 

Existing zoning district – Rural (R): This residential district is intended for single-family, some 

institutional, home occupation, or agricultural land uses. Commonly, lots under this category do 

not have access to centralized water and sewer services.  

 

Proposed zoning district – Exceptional Use (EU): Uses under this district creates a standard for 

their intensity or variety surrounding neighboring land uses. Social institutions, recreational 

facilities, and other uses not permitted in other standard zoning districts are permitted under this 

category.  

 

VI. Development Standards  

 

The information below was referenced within Section 640 of the Franklin County Zoning 

Resolution. Information required of the Exceptional Use submittal was required to be identified 

in map or text form.  

 

1. Proposed use(s): Religious institution, community center, outdoor athletic recreational 

fields (cricket, volleyball, and basketball), and residential caretaker space 

 

2. Open Space: Approximately 58% open space is proposed to be permanently preserved 

through a conservation easement. Prairie grasses, vegetative buffers, and other 

landscaping will be provided within that area. Maintenance responsibilities were not 

identified by the applicant.  

 

3. Water, Sewer, and Stormwater Facilities: Private well and septic areas are proposed to 

service the site. Permits have been obtained from the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) in association with the systems. A soils report was also provided by the applicant. 
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A stormwater pond is proposed in the southeastern corner of the site with associated 

drainage infrastructure located underground between the parking lot and buildings. A 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and Operation and Maintenance (O&M) 

plan were provided by the applicant; however, the stormwater report was not provided. 

These plans and reports are not a requirement for a rezoning to the EU district; however, 

these are required to be submitted and approved with the future zoning compliance 

application for the site’s development. These plans and reports will be required to meet 

applicable requirements of the Ohio EPA and County stormwater regulations. 

 

4. Access: Two access points are proposed on the western and eastern edges of the site. An 

internal asphalt access drive allows client, maintenance, and government services access 

throughout the site. A parking lot comprised of approximately 85 parking spaces is 

proposed inclusive of ADA spaces.  

 

5. Schedule of development: The development will occur in one phase following approval 

of the rezoning.  

 

6. Future Land Use: See discussion on Comprehensive Plan.  

 

7. Property Rights: The property owner identified in the rezoning application matches the 

Auditor’s Office information of the site.  

 

VII. Technical Agency Review: 

The informal technical review was held May 20th, 2026. Below is a summary of the comments 

received which will need to be addressed at future development submittal and review stages.. 

Additional technical comments and annotations on plans and/or reports were provided to the 

applicant. [Bracketed comments have been provided by EDP Staff to summarize comments made 

by technical agencies] 

 

1. Franklin County Engineer’s Office (Mobility): 

• Per FCEO Access Management Regulations, the number of access points afforded any 

one site shall be minimized. The need for more than one driveway must be substantiated 

by a traffic impact study. The traffic study and determination of the number of access 

points will need to be accepted by the Engineer's Office prior to the approval of the 

zoning compliance. 

• Please note that it is unlikely that two access points will permitted and if that is pursued, a 

variance through the Access Management Regulations would be required. See section 3.6 

of the Franklin County Access Management Regulations for more information. 

• (A traffic study will be required with future zoning compliance applications to evaluate 

traffic impacts and required mitigation for the proposed use.) 

2. Franklin County Engineer’s Office (Drainage):  

• Major Exceptional Use Development Plan Comments 

o Existing contours should be labeled 

o We would not accept overland concentrated flow to the basin without some sort of 

erosion protection 
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o Any field tile discovered during construction must be tied into storm sewer 

o We would not accept concentrated flow to the right of way without some sort of 

erosion protection  

o [Additional details are required to understand the functionality of the pond such as 

grading, emergency flow location, and other details for review based on 

comments provided on the development plan.] 

• Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan Comment Summary   

o [Discharge of flows from the proposed detention pond must meet criteria outlined 

in Section 3.1 of the County Stormwater Drainage Manual.] 

o Show parcel breakdown of impervious area acreages and runoff coefficient and 

pervious area acreages and runoff coefficient 

o SWPP map exhibits need to match development plan exhibits 

o There are no plans provided that show details for the basin. However, an orifice 

diameter of 2 inches is not permitted unless with an approved anticlogging 

method 

o Inspection and maintenance requirements will need to be more detailed with next 

submittal. think of it as instructing somehow how to perform the inspection as it is 

their first time 

• **EDP Note: Additional annotations/comments to specific plan/report elements were 

provided which will need to be addressed during subsequent submittals associated with 

the zoning compliance application. 

 

1. Franklin County Planning Department:  

• Building plans for the various structures are needed to confirm the final calculations of 

the minimum parking required. Additional details are required for screening and 

buffering requirements.  

• Loading areas and signage information are missing from the submission if proposed for 

the site.  

• A draft conservation easement will need to be provided to support the permanent 

protection proposed.  

 

VIII. Staff Analysis  

 

Based on Section 640.032 of the Franklin County Zoning Resolution, the basis of approval for 

the EXCEPTIONAL USE DISTRICT shall be: 

 

1. That the proposed development is consistent in all respects to the purpose, intent and 

applicable standards of this Zoning Resolution; 

a. Staff finds the proposed development to be minimally impactful to surrounding 

residential land uses. Measures are taken by the applicant to appropriately screen 

and provide appropriate business hours for outdoor occurring activities.  

2. That the proposed development is in conformity with a Comprehensive Plan or a portion 

thereof as it may apply; 

a. The proposal generally conforms to the recommended residential land use and the 

intention of institutional land uses.  
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3. That the proposed development advances the general welfare of the County and that the 

benefits to be derived from the proposed use justify the change in the land use character 

of the area. 

a. The proposal advances the general welfare and health of the County by providing 

institutional land use that compliments the surrounding residential areas.  

 
Staff recommend approval of the request to rezone from the Rural (R) district to the Exceptional 

Use (EU) district for the development of a youth development center with outdoor sports 

recreational facilities with the following condition: 

1. A Stormwater Management Plan, Stormwater Pollution Protection Plan, and Operation 

and Maintenance Plan which meets the criteria established by the Ohio EPA, Franklin 

County Engineer, and County Stormwater Drainage Manual shall be required with any 

zoning compliance application. 

 

Big Darby Accord Advisory Panel Recommendation 

The Panel expressed concerns about the feasibility of the stormwater management plan and the 

outlet for stormwater to the local ditch system. The Panel recommended conditional approval for 

the development of a youth development center with outdoor sports recreational facilities. The 

conditions are as follows:  

 

1. A conservation easement needs to be implemented. 

2. There needs to be a review of the potential plant species to be planted, native to Franklin 

County to include a diverse species list and there needs to be an invasive species 

management plan. Planting of state listed species is discouraged. A draft of the updated 

list of possible species will be sent to the applicant. 

3. There is a concern about the feasibility of the stormwater management plan and the outlet 

for stormwater to the local ditch system. 

 

Planning Commission Recommendation 

The Commission recommended approval of the rezoning request with the following condition: 

 

1. The proposed landscaping shall include diverse plantings in avoidance of invasive and 

state listed species.  

2. A conservation easement is required for the permanent protection of the undisturbed open 

space. 

 

 



Franklin County
Board of Commissioners

ECONO IC DEVELOP [NT
1803 & PLANNING

Economic Development & Planning Department
James Schimmer, Director

Property Information
Site Address: 3740 Walker Rd, Hilliard, OH 43026

Application for

Rezonin.
Page 1 RECE~VED

MAY 1 4 Z026
Fr~nklifl County Planning Depa~meflt

Franklin County, OH

Staff Use Only
Case #

Parcel ID(si 120-000043-00

Comm issio ne, s Date

Checklist

El Fee Payment ichecks only)

~ Completed Application

El Notarized Affidasit

~ Legal description ol propeity

IJ Location/Area map

~ Water,Wa tewater Information

~ Development Plan if a planned
distrrct root,C5~i

Date Filed:

Fee Paid:

Receipt #

Received By:

Technical Review Date:

Big Darhy Panel Date:

Planning Commission Date:

Rural Zoninq Commission Date

Total Acreage 23.894 Township: Brown

Property Description
Acres to be rezoned: 23.894

Current Land Use: AGR Vacant Land

Surrounding Land Uses:

Noith Residential

South Residential

East: AGR

West AGR

Rezoning Request
Currrent Zoning: AGR Vacant Land

Reposed Zoning. Exceptional Use

Proposed Land Use: Around 10 Acres

Puipose for Request: To build a sports and development center for youths
Water & Wastewater
Water Supply

i:i Public Central)

\~‘Piisate (On-site)

El Other

Wastewater Treatment

El Public Central)

~‘~‘ate (On-site)

~ Other
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Franklin County
Board of Commissioners

ECONO IC EVELOPMENT Application for
1803 &PLANNING Rez.ni g

Economic Development & Planning Department Pane 2
James Schimmer, Director

ZO N

Pro d~vnei~1liiformatión’
Name: HARISUMIRAN OF OH INC

Address: cio Pravin Patel 6296 Pritchard Dr. Galloway, OH 43119

Phone It 614-370-5879 Fax #

Email: sevakpraveen@yahoo.com

Applicant Information ~J Same as property owner

Name:

Address:

Phone Fax #

Email.

150 South Front Street, FSL Suite 10, Columbus, Ohio, 43215-7104
Tel: 614-525-3094 Fax: 614-525-7155 Development.FranklinCountyOhio.gov



Franklin County
Board of Commissioners

I [CONO IC DEVELOP [NT Application for
1803 &PLANNING Rezoning

Economic Development & Planning Department p~iriç~ 3
James Schimmer, Director

‘7

Signatures

To the best of ny/our knowleclpe and belief, information and materials submitted as a part of this Rezoning application are correct, complete and accurate. The Franklin County
Technical Review Committee members are hereby gianted pei mission to enter the pioperty for inspection and review purposes. I/we understand that delays or tablingc may
impact the hearing schedule.

_______ _________________ 9~2~ 2~4~
4pplicant

Property Owner (Si~natuie nltisf’be notarizedt

Property Owner (Sian~t~re must he notarized)

150 South Front Street, FSL Suite 10, columbus, Ohio, 43215-7104
Tel: 614-525-3094 Fax: 614-525-7155 Development.Franklincountyohio.gov



Franklin County
Board of Commissioners

ECONOMIC D VELO [NT Application for
1803 &PLANNING Rezoning

Economic Development & Planning Department Pa ‘ ‘~ 4
James Schimmer, Director

Rezoning/Text Amendment Application

General Application Requirements

Any applicant who requests a zoning change is solely responsible for filing all materials required by the application in its entirety. Please
consult with the Economic Development and Planning Department to obtain a copy of pertinent development standards prior to filing a
rezoning request.

The following items are required with each application:

1. The completed application form.

2. The notarized affidavit with current property owner signature.

3. Legal description of the property. Current property survey to include acreage, all bearings and distances, and referencing an established
beginning point.

4. Location/Area map. Engineering base maps to scale (example: 1=100’) are required. You can obtain this information from the
Franklin County Auditor’s website, https://www.franklincountyauditor.com/

5. All information that pertains to sanitary services and water supply must be provided. If services are to be provided by a private or
pLiblic entity, a letter must be provided verifying that the services exist and that the applicant will have access to sLich services. If an
on-lot septic system and/or well are proposed, information from the Franklin County Board of Health (or appropriate agency) must be
provided.

6. Any additional information or exhibits deemed necessary for proper consideiation of the application.

Note: When a planned district is requested, a development plan must be prepared by a registered architect, engineer, surveyor or landscape
architect. The develoipment plan must include all information identified in the Franklin County Zoning Resolution for the applicable
planned zoning district being requested. This plan is to demonstrate the engineering feasibility of the proposed project. he Rural Zoning
Commission makes no exceptions to these requirements. All other issues in the performance standards must be addressed, even if they do
not appear to pertain to your particular site.

An incomplete application will not be placed on an aqenda until it is determined to be complete, having all relevant issues addressed in plan
or text form.

150 South Front Street, FSL Suite 10, Columbus, Ohio, 43215-7104
Tel: 614-525-3094 Fax: 614-525-7155 Development.FranklinCountyOhio.gov
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County of_ ftc~n~w~

Affix Seal Here

worn to or affirmed and subscribed before me by

~ ~?t~-i~I

this date of

Name of Person Making Jurat

Date

Signature of Notary Public Administering Jurat

Title or Rank

t’&’ 1c~~2Ol~j
Commission xpiration Date

OPTIONAL

Completing this in formation can deter alteration of the document or fraudulent reattachment
of this form to an unintended document.

Description of Attached Document

Title or Type of Document:

Document Date: ____________

Signer(s) Other Than Named Above:

Number of Pages:

©2019 National Notary Association
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Swami Shreeji

~ Harisumiran of Ohio Inc.
Yogi Divine Society of J inc.

‘~ 0 ~ 6296 Pritchard Drive, Galloway, OH 43119
H AR IS U Ml RAN Non Profit Organization ID: 02317104268

Inspirer: His Divine Holiness Hariprasad Swamiji & His Divine Holiness Prabodh Swamiji

May 2, 2026

Franklin County Board of Zoning Appeals
do Brown Township Zoning Administration
Franklin County, Ohio

RECE!VED

MAY 1 4 2026
Franklin County Planning Department

Franklin County, OH

RE: Application for Exceptional Use Permit — Youth Recreation Facility & Community Center for
encouraging & developing a Faith-Based Civic Consciousness
Property Location: 3740 Walker Road, Hilliard, OH 43026 (Brown Township, Franklin County) Parcel ID:
120-000430

On behalf of Yogi Divine Society of NJ (dba Hariprabodham), a federally recognized 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization and the national headquarters of the Harisumiran network of community centers across the
United States, we respectfully submit this letter in support of our application for an Exceptional Use Permit
for the property located on 3740 Walker Road, Hilliard, Ohio 43026 (Parcel ID: 120-000430), situated within
Brown Township, Franklin County. The proposed development will be owned and operated by our wholly
owned Ohio subsidiary, Harisumiran of OH, Inc.

Yogi Divine Society was founded in 1974 in India with a mission rooted in personal development, community
service, and the cultivation of compassionate leadership amongst youth and young adults. The organization
established its first center in the United States in Lake Hiawatha, New Jersey, in 1996. Since then, it has
grown to include major centers in Chicago, Illinois; Houston, Texas; and Lake Hiawatha, New Jersey, each
serving thousands of community members annually.

Throughout its history, Yogi Divine Society has operated in the spirit of a faith-based civic organization —

one that uses spiritual values as a foundation for practical programs in youth development, cultural
enrichment, conflict resolution, and community service. The Ohio chapter, Harisumiran of OH, Inc., has
been established to serve the growing South Asian and the broader Ohio community in the Franklin County

We are seeking an Exceptional Use Permit to develop the 26-acre parcel on 3740 Walker Road, Hilliard,
Ohio 43026 (Parcel ID: 120-000430) as a Youth Development and Community Center. The proposed facility
will function primarily as a youth recreation center, community gathering haIl, and faith-based civic
organization campus — consistent with the kinds of uses typically associated with nonprofit community
service organizations, civic clubs and places of assembly for conducting community-based activities. The
site, which is already owned by Harisumiran of OH, Inc., will be developed in a manner sensitive to the
surrounding environment and consistent with applicable Brown Township zoning regulations.

Yogi Divine Society of NJ Inc d/b/a Harisumiran of OH Inc. is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization
in accordance with the standards and regulations of the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)

Dear Members of the Franklin County Board of Zoning Appeals,

I. Organization Background

region.

II. Description of the Proposed Use



,~ Swami Shreeji
Harisumiran of Ohio Inc.

Yogi Divrne Society of NJ inc.
.‘~ 0 §~‘ 6296 Pritchard Drive, Galloway, OH 43119

HARISUMIRAN Non Profit Organization ID: 02317104268

Inspirer: His Divine Holiness Hariprasad Swamiji & His Divine Holiness Prabodh Swamiji

The proposed development will include the following principal elements:

• Playing Fields (approximately 60,000 sq. ft.): Open recreational fields for basketball, volleyball, cricket
and other youth sports and activities.

• Building 1 — Community Hall (approximately 6,500 sq. ft.): A multi-purpose gathering hall for youth
seminars, career development workshops, cultural festivals and community events open to the public.

• Building 2 — Support Facility (approximately 1,800 sq. ft.): A commercial-grade kitchen, restroom
facilities and storage, providing essential support services for events and programs hosted on the
campus.

• Building 3 — Wellness and Residential (approximately 1,800 sq. ft.): A dedicated yoga and meditation
hall, a small prayer and self-introspection space and a caretaker’s quarters to facilitate on-site
management of the campus.

Ill Purpose and Community Benefit

The center’s programmatic focus is the development of Ohio’s youth into engaged compassionate and
productive members of society. The organization has always been deeply committed to keeping young
people away from addiction, substance abuse, and destructive influences and to replacing those influences
with purpose, community spirit and opportunity. The Ohio campus will carry forward these same values
through structured programs built around three pillars:

• Learning: Through structured activities, discussions and debates, participants gain tools for conflict
resolution, heart-centered communication, and peace-focused leadership — skills that benefit the
broader Franklin County community.

• Motivation: The center will serve as a dedicated platform for youth to share personal stories and
experiences, fostering mutual encouragement, empowerment and a sense of belonging.

• Connection: By building cross-cultural friendships and a shared commitment to service, participants
emerge as community leaders equipped to act with compassion and civic awareness.

Additionally, the center will host youth career development seminars and job training programs.

IV. Consistency with Exceptional Use Standards

We respectfully submit that the proposed use satisfies the criteria for an Exceptional Use Permit under the
applicable Brown Township and Franklin County zoning regulations. Specifically:

• The use is compatible with the character of the surrounding area and will be conducted in a manner
that minimizes traffic, noise and other inconveniences to neighboring properties.

• As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit and faith-based civic organization, Yogi Divine Society operates exclusively
for charitable, educational and community benefit purposes — precisely the category of use that
exceptional use provisions are designed to accommodate.

• The 26-acre site provides ample space to accommodate the proposed buildings and recreational fields
with appropriate setbacks, Open lands areas and on-site parking, without burdening adjacent parcels.

Yogi Divine Society of NJ Inc d/b/a Harisumiran of OH Inc. is a 501 (C) (3) non-profit organization
in accordance with the standards and regulations of the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)



Swami Shreeji

Harisumiran of Ohio Inc.
Yogi Divine Society of NJ Inc.

~ 0 §::‘- 6296 Pritchard Drive, Galloway, OH 43119
HARISUMIRAN Non Profit Organization ID: 02317104268

Inspirer: His Divine Holiness Hariprasad Swamiji & His Divine Holiness Prabodh Swamiji

• The organization has demonstrated a 30-year track record of operating similar facilities in New Jersey,
Illinois, and Texas in a responsible, community-oriented manner consistent with local zoning
expectations.

V. Conclusion

Harisumiran of OH, Inc. and its parent organization, Yogi Divine Society of NJ (dba Hariprabodham), are
honored to bring this project to Franklin County and look forward to becoming a meaningful contributor to
the health, weliness, youth development and cultural life of the Brown Township community. We respectfully
request that the Board grant the Exceptional Use Permit for the Walker Road property and welcome the
opportunity to present additional information, answer questions and meet with Board members and
township staff, if necessary, at your convenience.

Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further information that you may require to further process this
application. Assuring you of our full co-operation at all times and anticipating a positive response to this
humble submission, we remain,

Yours Sincerely,

Rakesh Jani
Harisumiran of OH, Inc.,
6296 Pritchard Drive, Galloway, OH 43119
Email: rakesh.iani~yds.orq

Yogi Divine Society of NJ Inc d/b/a Harisumiran of OH Inc. is a 501 (C) (3) non-profit organization
in accordance with the standards and regulations of the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)



lnterna~ Revenue Service Department of the Treasury

District
Director

10 MetroTech Center
625 Futton St., Brooklyn, NV 11201

Yogi Divine Society
of New Jersey. Inc.

140 Lincoln Avenue
Lake Hiawatha, NJ 07034

I

Person to Contact:
Patricia l4olub
Contact Telephone Number:
(718) 488—2333
EIN: 22—2937318

Dear Sir or Madam:

Reference is made to your request for verification of the tax exempt
status of Yogi Divine Society of New Jersey, Inc.

A determination or ruling letter issued to an organization granting
exemption under the Internal Revenue Code remains in effect until the
tax exempt status has been terminated, revoked or modified.

Our records indicate that exemption was granted as shown below.

Sincerely yours.

W~r,Td~ gi0i~y
Patricia Holub
Manager. Customer
Service Unit

Name of Organization: Yogi Divine Society of New Jersey. Inc.

Date of Exemption Letter: April 1990

Exemption granted pursuant to section 501(c) (3) of the
Internal Revenue Code.

Foundation Classification (if applicable): Not a private foundation
as you are an organization described in sections 509(a)(1) and
170(b)(1)(A)(i) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Date: 2 9



EXCEPTIONAL USE (EU) DISTRICT
ZONING TEXT & PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

AMENDED VERSION 5 — DATA ALIGNMENT & ENGINEERING CORRECTIONS

Applicant: Harisumiran of OH, Inc.

(Subsidiary of Yogi Divine

Society)

Amended Date: May 19, 2026

Property Address: 3740 Walker Road, Hilliard,

OH 43026

Township: Brown Township

Parcel ID: 120-000043-00 Current Zoning: Agricultural

District (A)

Total Acreage: 23.894 Gross Acres (23.51 Net

Acres)

Proposed Zoning: Exceptional Use

District (EU)

1.0 PROJECT OVERVIEW & STATEMENT OF INTENT

The Applicant, Harisumiran of OH, Inc., is requesting a Zoning Map Amendment to rezone approximately

23.894 gross acres from the Agricultural District (A) to the Exceptional Use District (EU) under Section 640 of

the Franklin County Zoning Resolution. The project intent is to establish a permanent, low-density, faith-based

Youth Development, Cultural, and Community Center. The center will  be utilized exclusively for leadership

training, community service coordination, cultural preservation, and structured youth athletic development. 

2.0 PERMITTED USES & ACCESSORY ELEMENTS

Land and structures within this specific Exceptional Use District shall be restricted exclusively to the following

primary and accessory operations:

Primary Permitted Use: A non-profit community hall and house of assembly utilized for socio-religious

gatherings, youth mentoring programs, career development seminars, and traditional cultural festivals.

Permitted Accessory Structures: An attached or detached mechanical kitchen/restroom support facility,

and a dedicated multi-purpose yoga, prayer, and non-commercial resident caretaker space.

Permitted  Accessory  Recreational  Uses: Non-commercial,  private  outdoor  youth  recreational  fields

spanning approximately 60,000 square feet, legally designated exclusively for basketball, volleyball, and

traditional cricket.

3.0 DEVELOPMENT & DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS

All  permanent  structures  and  property  improvements  shall  conform  to  the  following  baseline  spatial

configurations, restricting over-development and preserving the rural aesthetic of Brown Township:

• 

• 

• 
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Development Parameter
Approved Maximum /

Minimum Value
Project Compliance Specification

Maximum Building Height

(District Baseline)
35 Feet maximum

The formal baseline limit permitted for

structural envelopes within this district.

Community Hall Structure

Height
26 Feet maximum

Single-story vertical cathedral architecture

with 26’ ceiling profile.

Residential / Yoga Structure

Height
26 Feet maximum

Configured as a maximum two (2) story

structure not to exceed 26’ total height.

Minimum Front Setback
150 Feet from Walker

Road Centerline

All permanent assembly structures sit 240+

feet back.

Minimum Side Setback

(North)

50 Feet from Kohn

Property Line
Maintained at 100+ feet for athletic facilities.

Minimum Rear Setback

(West)

50 Feet from Dever

Property Line

Maintained at 300+ feet to buffer open

spaces.

Maximum Total Building

Footprint

15,000 Square Feet

aggregate

Limited strictly to 11,100 Square Feet across

3 structures.

Maximum Impervious Cover
15.0% of Net Site Area

maximum

Limited to 12.5% maximum (including asphalt

drives).

4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL & OPEN SPACE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

In absolute alignment with the Big Darby Accord Plan (BDAP) and Rural Density Conservation Overlays, the

site  design  prioritizes  natural  resource  preservation,  clean  groundwater  recharge,  and  comprehensive

stormwater mitigation: 

Conservation  Open  Space  Preservation: A  minimum  of  16.04  total  acres  shall  be  permanently

maintained as protected open spaces and natural vegetative buffers, which completely satisfies local rural

conservation thresholds. This configuration comprises exactly 14.26 acres of unmanaged natural  open

space and an additional 1.78 acres explicitly designated as a preservation and no-disturb zone.

Native Prairie Grass Stabilization: A minimum of 7.62 acres shall be purposely seeded with deep-rooted

native  Ohio  Prairie  Grasses  to  mitigate  sheet-flow  stormwater  runoff,  capture  nutrient  loads,  and

structurally preserve the on-site Kokomo silty clay loam and Crosby silt loam soils.

Stormwater  Management: A  dedicated,  dry/wet  hybrid  retention  basin  with  an  explicit  top-width

configuration of 125.0 feet is established on the southern sector of the parcel to capture, filter, and control

post-development discharge velocity into the local drainage system.

• 

• 

• 
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5.0 STRICT OPERATIONAL PERFORMANCE STANDARDS & MITIGATION

To permanently mitigate potential negative external factors on the surrounding agricultural and low-density

residential neighborhood, the following operational restrictions are legally bound to this text: 

5.1 Lighting Restrictions (Dark-Sky & Operation Window)

All outdoor youth playing surfaces, including the cricket court, basketball court, and volleyball courts,

shall operate strictly during daylight hours and early evening. All active outdoor recreational activities and

associated court uses shall cease and terminate no later than ninety (90) minutes after official sunset.

The installation of permanent high-intensity commercial stadium lighting or towering overhead sports

field light poles is strictly prohibited. All external ambient building security lighting must utilize downward-

facing, full-cutoff fixtures. 

5.2 Approved Spectator Amenities & Seating Layouts

To accommodate youth tournament viewings and community assembly functions while maintaining low-

impact site profiles, the placement of temporary low-profile spectator bleachers, modular

aluminum stands, and movable ground benches shall be explicitly permitted within the

perimeters of the recreational playing grounds. The construction of massive, high-elevation enclosed

commercial sports stadiums or towering concrete arena seating infrastructure is strictly prohibited. All

spectator amenities shall preserve the continuous ground-level view-shed across open conservation

sectors. 

5.3 Perimeter Screening & Refuse Buffering: Any centralized waste/refuse collection dumpster shall be

structurally screened on all four sides by an opaque fence with a minimum height of 6.0 feet and an absolute

visual opacity of 80%, protected by structural steel safety bollards as indicated on the Master Site Plan. 

6.0 PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE, ACCESS & UTILITIES

Sanitary  Waste  Management: On-site  wastewater  treatment  shall  be  managed  through  a  non-

discharging, timed-dosing sand mound sewage treatment system comprised of three 350-foot by 15-foot

mounds, operating under valid Ohio EPA Long-Term Permit to Install (DSWPTI-250377).

Water  Supply  Infrastructure: Potable  water  will  be  supplied  via  an  on-site  public  transient  non-

community water well system (Ohio EPA PWS ID: OH2570753). A mandatory **sanitary isolation radius of

exactly seventy-five (75) feet** shall be maintained exclusively within property boundary clear-zones, fully

aligning with the approved Ohio EPA Well Site engineering plans.

Emergency Services & Safety Access: Internal traffic circulation shall be maintained via a continuous

asphalt loop road specifically engineered to accommodate the gross vehicle weight ratings and turning

radii required by the Brown Township Fire Department and Franklin County Sheriff emergency response

vehicles.

• 

• 

• 

Harisumiran of OH, Inc. — Exceptional Use Text (Amended v5) Page 3 of 4



We hereby submit this binding Exceptional Use District Zoning Text as the governing legal text for Parcel

120-000043-00.

Praveen Patel

Authorized Officer, Harisumiran of OH, Inc. 

Tarak Bhatt

Authorized Officer, Harisumiran of OH, Inc. 
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Michael and Amanda Davell
Q~QA ~AI~II,~r D~4 Franklin County Planning DepartmentFranklin County, OH

Hilliard, OH 43026
06/08/2026

To: Zoning Board/Planning Commission

Subject: Opposition to Rezoning from Rural District to Exceptional Use Classification

Dear Members of the Board,

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed change of the property located at
3740 Walker Road from Rural zoning to an Exceptional Use classification.

As a neighboring resident, I believe this zoning change would negatively impact the
surrounding community and undermine the purpose of the existing Rural zoning
designation. Residents who purchased and invested in homes adjacent to this property
did so with the reasonable expectation that the area would remain rural in character and
that land uses would remain consistent with the established zoning regulations.

The proposed Exceptional Use designation raises several concerns:

1. Increased Traffic and Safety Concerns
Exceptional Use approvals often allow activities that generate substantially more vehicle
traffic than traditional rural uses. Increased traffic on roads designed for lower-volume
rural travel can create safety risks for residents, pedestrians, cyclists, children, and
agricultural equipment.

2. Noise, Light, and General Disturbance
Uses permitted under an Exceptional Use classification may introduce additional noise,
outdoor lighting, and activity levels that are inconsistent with the quiet residential and
agricultural character of the area. These impacts can significantly reduce neighboring
residents’ quality of life.

3. Reduction in Property Values
The introduction of non-traditional rural uses adjacent to residential properties can
negatively affect property values. Potential buyers are often less willing to purchase
homes located near properties that may generate increased traffic, noise, commercial
activity, or uncertainty regarding future development.

4. Loss of Rural Character
The Rural zoning designation exists to preserve open space, agricultural uses, low-
density development, and the overall rural atmosphere of the community. Granting an
Exceptional Use approval may establish a precedent that gradually erodes these
characteristics and encourages further incompatible development.

5. Potential Future Expansion and Precedent Setting
Approving this request could create a precedent for similar zoning changes in the future.
Once an exception is granted, it becomes increasingly difficult to deny comparable



requests, leading to incremental changes that may permanently alter the nature of the
neighborhood.

6. Incompatibility with Adjacent Residential Uses
Land uses allowed through an Exceptional Use classification may not be compatible
with nearby residences. The resulting impacts can create ongoing conflicts between
neighboring property owners and diminish residents’ peaceful enjoyment of their homes.

For these reasons, I respectfully request that the Board deny the application to change
the property’s zoning from Rural to Exceptional Use. Maintaining the current Rural
zoning designation protects the expectations of existing residents, preserves the
character of the community, and promotes orderly and consistent land-use planning.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and for your service to our
community.

Respectfully, EC WED
Michael and Amanda Davell ~ 17 ~

~ C. FrankIIncouflaflfl~gDepa~mt

6WCU
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Mott, Jessica

From: Jessica Mott 
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2026 9:00 PM
To: Mott, Jessica
Subject: Fwd: 3758 Walker Rd
Attachments: Video_1.MOV

                                                    
 

This Message Is From an External Sender  
This email originated outside of PNC. Please exercise caution when clicking links, opening 
attachments or responding to this email.  
  

 

 
-Jess  
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Jessica Mott  
Date: June 18, 2026 at 8:47:21 PM EDT 
To: Jess Mott  
Subject: Fwd: 3758 Walker Rd 

 
-Jess  
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Chad Kohn  
Date: March 3, 2023 at 3:33:44 PM EST 
To: Don Murphy <dmurphy@franklincountyengineer.org> 
Cc: Jessica Mott  
Subject: Re: 3758 Walker Rd 

Hi Don -  
 
See the video attached. Can we please get an update on the status of this 
project. As you can see from the video our electrical box is underwater. You 
can see the flow of water from the farmland in the back of the property 
flowing to the left side of the house out towards the street. The flow is 
coming to a halt on the left property line. 
 
Also, I’m the picture attached, you can see the front of our property including 
the easement is completely drowning in water. 
 
At this point, we would like to formally discuss other options. 
 
Hopefully you understand our continued concern.  
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Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

On Feb 20, 2023, at 9:10 AM, Jessica Mott 
 wrote: 

Can you please give us an update? It’s been almost a year 

-Jess  
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On May 9, 2022, at 8:51 AM, Jessica Mott 
 wrote: 

Isn’t this increasing the peoples taxes 
(petition)?  I don’t think that’s necessary if I am 
not mistaken. Per my previous phone 
conversations I was told this didn’t seem 
necessary. The electric box being in sitting water 
is an immediate concern for our safety. I 
understand you have other projects and 
appreciate the urgency in making it a priority.   
 
-Jess  
 
 

On May 9, 2022, at 8:32 AM, Don 
Murphy 
<dmurphy@franklincountyenginee
r.org> wrote: 

  
Good morning Jessica. We gave 
looked over the area and still have 
a good deal of investigation to do 
on the old tile that runs west. 
Though this project is important it 
will be prioritized accordingly.  We 
have many projects ahead of this 
one that are working their way thru 
the design schedule.  If you would 
like to discuss other options such 
as a ditch petition ORC 6131 we 
could discuss that, but it is a 
2year+ process. This option may 
sound lengthy but it does have 
some upside. Like I said if you 
would like to talk about this please 
feel free to give me a call and we 
could discuss. Cell#6142066681. 
 
Thanks 
 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy 
smartphone 
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Don Murphy  
Drainage Technician 
970 Dublin Road 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
614-525-2787 
dmurphy@franklincountyengineer.org 

www.franklincountyengineer.org  
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-------- Original message -------- 
From: Jessica Mott 

  
Date: 5/6/22 8:45 AM (GMT-05:00)  
To: Don Murphy 
<dmurphy@franklincountyenginee
r.org>  
Subject: Re: 3758 Walker Rd  
 
Can you please update us as we have 
seen no movement or anyone out? 
 
-Jess  Jess  
 
> On May 5, 2022, at 8:59 AM, Jessica 
Mott  wrote: 
>  
> Can you please update us as we have 
seen no movement or anyone out? 
>  
> -Jess  
>  
>> On Mar 28, 2022, at 7:36 AM, Don 
Murphy 
<dmurphy@franklincountyengineer.org> 
wrote: 
>>  
>> Good morning, Jessica. We are 
currently having our survey department 
collect elevations of the ditch line and 
existing storm sewer lines and basins. We 
will be doing an inspection of the main 
drain line that runs under Walker Road 
and heads west thru the farm field. Once 
we complete our needed investigation, 
we will determine our course of action. If 
you need anything further or just need an 
update, please feel free to contact me by 
email or phone. 
>>  
>> Thanks 



5

>>  
>>  
>>  
>> Don Murphy 
>> Drainage Technician 
>> 
Email:  dmurphy@franklincountyengineer
.org | Mob:  16142066681 
>> http:// 
>>  
>> | Columbus | 43215 
>>  
>> The information transmitted, including 
attachments, is intended only for the 
person(s) or entity to which it is 
addressed and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material.  Any review, 
retransmission, dissemination or other 
use of or taking of any action in reliance 
upon this information by person(s) or 
entities other than the intended recipient 
is prohibited.  If you received this in error, 
please contact the sender and destroy 
any copies of this information. 
>>  
>> -----Original Message----- 
>> From: James R. Ramsey, P.E. 
<jramsey@franklincountyengineer.org> 
>> Sent: Friday, March 18, 2022 3:43 PM 
>> To: Don Murphy 
<dmurphy@franklincountyengineer.org> 
>> Subject: FW: 3758 Walker Rd 
>>  
>> Don, 
>>  
>> Please provide and update. 
>>  
>>  
>>  
>> James Ramsey 
>> Riparian and Environmental Engineer 
>> 
Email:  jramsey@franklincountyengineer.
org | Mob:  6147695599 http:// 
>>  
>> | Columbus | 43215 
>>  
>> The information transmitted, including 
attachments, is intended only for the 
person(s) or entity to which it is 
addressed and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material.  Any review, 
retransmission, dissemination or other 
use of or taking of any action in reliance 
upon this information by person(s) or 
entities other than the intended recipient 
is prohibited.  If you received this in error, 
please contact the sender and destroy 
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any copies of this information. 
>>  
>> -----Original Message----- 
>> From: Jessica Mott 

 
>> Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2022 9:53 
AM 
>> To: James R. Ramsey, P.E. 
<jramsey@franklincountyengineer.org> 
>> Cc: 걭걮걯거CHAD걭걮걯거 

 
>> Subject: Re: 3758 Walker Rd 
>>  
>> Hello, 
>>  
>> I had sent an email last week 
requesting if you (also your field manager) 
would be so kind to update me on the 
status of fixing our tile /ditch. I didn’t hear 
back. Can you advise on that please? 
Thank you so much! 
>>  
>> -Jess 
>>  
>>>> On Feb 23, 2022, at 8:35 AM, Jessica 
Mott wrote: 
>>>  
>>>  
>>> <image0.jpeg> 
>>>  
>>>  
>>> -Jess 
>>>  
>>>>> On Feb 22, 2022, at 4:13 PM, 
Jessica Mott  
wrote: 
>>>>  
>>>> Hello, 
>>>>  
>>>> My neighor (Gary Dever) and I have 
tried to get the county to fix the tile in the 
ditch. It is making our AEP electric box 
float in a pond of water and has made it a 
safety immediate need concern. Can you 
please make this a priorty ? 
>>>> <image0.jpeg> 
>>>> <image2.jpeg> 
>>>>  
>>>>  
>>>> -Jess 
>>  
>> ________________________ 
>> This email was scanned by Bitdefender 
>>  
>>  
>>  
>>  
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>>  
 
________________________ 
This email was scanned by Bitdefender 

  



Date: June 22nd, 2026 

Regarding: Formal Objection to Proposed Zoning Shift to Exceptional Use (EU) 

Property Location: 3740 Walker Road, Hilliard, OH (Parcel ID: 120-000043-00) 

Applicant: Harisumiran of OH Inc / Yogi Divine Society of NJ Inc. 

To: The Franklin County Board of Commissioners & The Franklin County Zoning Board 

Dear Commissioners and Board Members, 

We are writing to submit a formal objection to the proposed zoning amendment seeking to 
transition Parcel ID 120-000043-00 on Walker Road from Rural to Exceptional Use (EU) for the 
development of a regional sports and worship complex. As the immediate neighbors whose 
property directly borders both the newly proposed development and the adjacent ISKCON 
temple parcel, our family stands uniquely and acutely impacted by this decision. 

While the County Planning Commission has offered an advisory recommendation for approval, 
we urge the Board of Commissioners to deny this request based on critical infrastructure 
deficiencies, environmental degradation risks within the watershed, and severe safety and 
economic threats to established local agricultural businesses. 

We request that this letter and all attachments be entered into the official public record 
and distributed to the board members: 

1. Severe Safety Hazards on a 55 MPH Rural Corridor 
Walker Road is a two-lane rural thoroughfare with a 55 mph speed limit, characterized by open 
ditches and a layout completely unsuited for institutional traffic spikes. We do not have to guess 
at the traffic impact; we are living it. Since the adjacent ISKCON temple was approved, we 
routinely witness numerous cars missing the entrance and attempting dangerous three-point 
turnarounds directly in the middle of this 55 mph roadway. This frequently forces fast-moving 
traffic to come to a dead stop and has nearly caused multiple severe accidents. We already 
place heavy restrictions on our children playing in front of our house which sits 250 feet off the 
road during ISKCON events due to the risks. Doubling down by introducing an intensive 
regional sports complex onto this exact stretch of road is a recipe for a fatal collision.  Please 
see attached video.  

 



 

2. Immediate Negative Economic Impact to an Established 
Agricultural Business 
Our property operates a working Christmas tree farm with approximately 8,000 trees managed 
on a rigorous multi-year cultivation and harvest cycle. Our inventory is specifically maturing and 
slated to fully open to the public in two years. Before investing heavily in our property, we 
thoroughly reviewed the Brown Township Comprehensive Plan to ensure our business aligned 
with the township’s long term vision.   

Critical Drainage and Runoff Issues:  Brown Township is known for complex drainage 
challenges.  We are already actively working to mitigate runoff from the neighboring temple’s 
septic system, which drains into the wettest portion of their land which borders ours.  Canaan Fir 
roots are highly sensitive to standing water.  Adding a massive sports complex with significant 
impervious surfaces (parking lots, fields) will cause catastrophic runoff onto our farm, potentially 
destroying years of agriculture investment.  ​
​
Preservation of Rural Character:  Our future business relies entirely on the agri-tourism 
experience.  Customers will visit our farm for its rural character, peace, and open space.  
Introducing a high-density, high-traffic sports complex directly contradicts the Comprehensive 
Plan’s mandate to preserve the township’s agricultural identity.   

This project poses an immediate, significant threat to our agricultural investment and the 
established character of our community.  

3. Severe Drainage Risks to the Big Darby Watershed 
The applicant’s proposal requires clearing, grading, and creating massive impervious surfaces 
for parking and sports fields. Computerized runoff models provided by paid consultants do not 
match the real-world drainage limits of this acreage. Because our property borders this site, any 
unmitigated stormwater runoff will directly flood our agricultural land, saturate the soil, and 
suffocate our tree roots. The county has an obligation to protect existing property owners from 
the downstream drainage failures of new developments. 

 

 



 

4. Elimination of Rural Safety and Proven Noise Disruptions 
The assertion that these institutional footprints can seamlessly coexist with rural zoning has 
already been proven false. The existing temple operations next door have generated persistent 
noise disruptions, resulting in numerous noise complaints filed by neighbors with the Franklin 
County Sheriff's Office over the past 5 years. This has already fundamentally fractured the 
peace, quiet enjoyment, and rural zoning integrity of our neighborhood. As parents of three 
small children, adding a secondary, high-density outdoor sports complex with tournament 
crowds right against our shared property line presents an unacceptable security risk, 
permanently destroying what is left of our privacy and rural safety.   

5. Historical Real Estate Track Record of the Applicant 
Zoning decisions must account for the long-term viability and physical management of a 
proposed land use. Public records from the Delaware County Auditor show that the applicant 
(operating as Yogi Divine Society of NJ Inc) previously purchased a multi-acre complex at 470 
S. Sandusky St. in Delaware, Ohio, in 2003 for $1,350,000. Following an inability to maintain or 
sustain the site for their intended institutional footprint, the structural facilities fell into such 
severe disrepair that they were officially condemned, ultimately forcing city officials to expend 
$124,000 in public funds to demolish the hazardous structures. The applicant's operational 
history demonstrates a clear failure to maintain high-impact structural footprints, resulting in 
localized blight and an extreme financial burden on local government. Attempting to replicate 
this intensive footprint on an undeveloped, rural Walker Road site poses an unacceptably high 
risk of structural abandonment and uncompleted development—directly mirroring the exact 
structural failures and public liability that burdened Delaware County. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jamie M. Jury & Christopher Jury 
Walker Road Landowners 



NEWS

Jenkins' 'miracle' mansion sees bleak

demise

Laura Arenschield, The Columbus Dispatch

Updated May 17, 2014, 2:51 p.m. ET

DELAWARE, Ohio — The mansion where televangelist and self-proclaimed faith
healer Leroy Jenkins spent years performing before thousands of followers was
reduced to rubble this week.

The house at 470 S. Sandusky St. fell into disrepair after Jenkins’ ministry, the
Leroy Jenkins Evangelical Association, sold it to an Indian charity in 2003.

The well that produced his infamous “miracle healing water” had long-since dried
up and, according to a city inspections report, the ceiling over the auditorium where
he preached was caving in.

It was an unceremonious ending for the central Ohio chapter of Jenkins’ ministry.

Jenkins sold the property, which included the mansion, another two-story house
and about 7 acres of land, to the Yogi Divine Society of New Jersey in 2003. Yogi
Divine paid about $1.3 million for the property.

Tushar Shelat, manager of Yogi Divine in central Ohio, said Yogi Divine held
spiritual services and led seminars in the mansion from the time it bought it until
April, when the city of Delaware condemned it.

Shelat said the mansion was safe. Yogi Divine, he said, tried to fix up the mansion
but couldn’t keep up with the repairs.
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“It was a very old building and Mr. Jenkins, he did not follow all the city codes,”
Shelat said.

City inspectors cited problems with the mansion’s heating system, water pipes and
electrical wiring, and said the ceilings were falling in and wild animals were living
inside the building. According to a letter from the city to Yogi Divine detailing those
issues, the mansion and house had been divided into bedrooms without following a
building plan or adhering to city code.

“The structures have basically been converted to a hotel/motel,” the letter reads.

City officials paid about $124,000 for the building to be razed, using grant money
from Moving Ohio Forward, a state program that sends money to counties to help
them remove blighted buildings.

Delaware city spokesman Lee Yoakum said Yogi Divine still will own the property
after demolition is complete.

“But they will have a property that is more marketable if they decide to try and put
it up for sale,” Yoakum said.

The two-story house behind the mansion will remain, for now, Yoakum said.

After selling the Delaware compound, Jenkins relocated his headquarters to
Scottsdale, Ariz., where he owns an office building and maintains a small church in
one office. He still appears on television and travels around the country, though the
most recent appearances, listed as “crusades” on his website, were canceled because
of health issues.

Jenkins’ miracle water was the subject of a state Department of Agriculture
investigation in 2002 and 2003 that found coliform bacteria inside bottles of the
water for sale at the Delaware complex. He served six years after a 1979 conviction
for conspiracy to commit arson and assault, but was later pardoned. His 2001
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marriage to a wealthy widow 12 years his senior was annulled after a judge ruled
that the woman wasn’t capable of agreeing to the union.

Jenkins, now 77, had trouble talking when reached by phone this week, but said his
water was safe and that the charges brought against him were drummed up because
of his political ambitions. His secretary emailed copies of reports showing that the
water was not contaminated.

Jenkins said he thought the mansion should be destroyed if it was in disrepair.

His secretary, Mary Allen, said that he loved the property in Delaware.

“I think he felt if it wasn’t being kept up, it should be taken down,” she said. “He
loved that church.”

larenschield@dispatch.com

@larenschield
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Opposition to Case ZON-26-06: Public Comment  
 
Date: June 23rd, 2026 
 
Dear Members of the Franklin County Rural Zoning Commission, 
 
I am writing to express my formal opposition to Case ZON-26-06 regarding the proposed 
exceptional use at 3740 Walker Road (Parcel 120-000043). I respectfully request that this 
correspondence be entered into the public record and provided to all members of the 
Commission for consideration during their review of this case. As a resident of Brown Township, 
my family and I would be directly impacted by the increased traffic, noise, lighting, and 
environmental disruptions resulting from this high-density development. 
 
My concerns regarding this application are rooted in land-use compatibility, environmental 
preservation, and the long-term vision established for Brown Township. The Brown Township 
Comprehensive Plan places a strict emphasis on preserving rural character, agricultural land, 
open space, and low-density development patterns. The proposed 24-acre recreational and 
event campus—which includes multiple athletic fields, a community hall, kitchen/restroom 
facilities, playgrounds, sports courts, expansive parking areas, and internal roadways—is a 
commercial-scale facility that is fundamentally uncharacteristic of our rural community. 
 

Specifically, I encourage the Commission to deny this request based on the following critical 
impacts: 

1. Environmental Protection and the Big Darby Accord 

The proposed site falls within sensitive boundaries requiring strict adherence to the Big Darby 
Accord. The Accord mandates rigorous protections for the Big Darby Creek watershed, 
emphasizing low-impact development and the preservation of natural hydrology. Furthermore, 
within the next couple of months, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) will be 
updating and finalizing their data and sharing their recommendations based on the most current 
information available for the health of the Big Darby Accord. Reviewing or approving a high-
intensity development prior to the release of these critical scientific updates is premature. 
Introducing a major recreational campus with extensive impervious surfaces (such as parking 
lots and permanent structures) directly contradicts the conservation mandates of the Big Darby 
Accord and threatens the ecological balance of this protected corridor. 

2. Drainage and Runoff Risks 

The introduction of substantial hardscaping, internal roadways, and parking facilities will 
significantly alter the local topography and drainage patterns. Increased stormwater runoff 
poses a severe threat to neighboring agricultural properties and residential lots, which rely on 
delicate local drainage systems. The applicant has not demonstrated how a development of this 
magnitude can mitigate localized flooding and safely manage drainage without harming 
adjacent lands. 
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3. Traffic Congestion and Road Safety

Our local rural roads are fundamentally not engineered, graded, or scaled to handle the high 
volume of destination-style traffic generated by regional athletic tournaments, weekend events, 
and daily community gatherings. The influx of vehicles poses significant safety risks for local 
motorists, pedestrians, and agricultural machinery, while accelerating the deterioration of 
township infrastructure. 

4. Conflict with Township Vision and Existing Youth Facilities

The proposed use is entirely out of alignment with Brown Township's long-standing rural 
preservation objectives. Our community is already uniquely well-served by youth and athletic 
facilities, currently hosting three—and soon to be four—local schools that specialize in and 
provide state-of-the-art infrastructure for youth sports. Carving out exceptional commercial use 
zoning for a redundant, destination-style sports complex undermines the township's established 
planning goals without fulfilling an unmet community need. 

5. Adverse Precedent for Zoning Changes

Approving an Exceptional Use designation for a project of this intensity sets a dangerous 
precedent for future non-rural development in Brown Township. Granting this variance weakens 
the integrity of our zoning resolutions and opens the door for further commercial encroachment 
into areas strictly intended to preserve open space and agricultural land. 
Beneficial uses are not automatically appropriate in every location. Given the intense scale of 
the proposed development and its immediate proximity to rural homes, the burden must remain 
on the applicant to clearly demonstrate compatibility—which this proposal fails to do. For these 
reasons, I respectfully request that the Commission deny the requested exceptional use 
approval. 

Thank you for your time and dedicated consideration of this community matter. 

Sincerely, 
Naomi Tucker 
3634 Walker Road 
Brown Township Resident 
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Opposition to Case ZON-26-06: Public Comment  
 
Date: June 22nd, 2026 
 
Dear Members of the Franklin County Rural Zoning Commission, 
 
I am writing to express my formal opposition to Case ZON-26-06 regarding the proposed 
exceptional use at 3740 Walker Road (Parcel 120-000043). I respectfully request that this 
correspondence be entered into the public record and provided to all members of the 
Commission for consideration during their review of this case. As a resident of Brown Township, 
my family and I would be directly impacted by the increased traffic, noise, lighting, and 
environmental disruptions resulting from this high-density development. 
 
My concerns regarding this application are rooted in land-use compatibility, environmental 
preservation, and the long-term vision established for Brown Township. The Brown Township 
Comprehensive Plan places a strict emphasis on preserving rural character, agricultural land, 
open space, and low-density development patterns. The proposed 24-acre recreational and 
event campus—which includes multiple athletic fields, a community hall, kitchen/restroom 
facilities, playgrounds, sports courts, expansive parking areas, and internal roadways—is a 
commercial-scale facility that is fundamentally uncharacteristic of our rural community. 
 

Specifically, I encourage the Commission to deny this request based on the following critical 
impacts: 

1. Environmental Protection and the Big Darby Accord 

The proposed site falls within sensitive boundaries requiring strict adherence to the Big Darby 
Accord. The Accord mandates rigorous protections for the Big Darby Creek watershed, 
emphasizing low-impact development and the preservation of natural hydrology. Furthermore, 
within the next couple of months, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) will be 
updating and finalizing their data from the OPS study and sharing their recommendations based 
on the most current information available for the health of the Big Darby Accord. Reviewing or 
approving a high-intensity development prior to the release of these critical scientific updates is 
premature. Introducing a major recreational campus with extensive impervious surfaces (such 
as parking lots and permanent structures) directly contradicts the conservation mandates of the 
Big Darby Accord and threatens the ecological balance of this protected corridor. 

2. Drainage and Runoff Risks 

The introduction of substantial hardscaping, internal roadways, and parking facilities will 
significantly alter the local topography and drainage patterns. Increased stormwater runoff 
poses a severe threat to neighboring agricultural properties and residential lots, which rely on 
delicate local drainage systems. The applicant has not demonstrated how a development of this 
magnitude can mitigate localized flooding and safely manage drainage without harming 



adjacent lands. 

3. Traffic Congestion and Road Safety 

Our local rural roads are fundamentally not engineered, graded, or scaled to handle the high 
volume of destination-style traffic generated by regional athletic tournaments, weekend events, 
and daily community gatherings. The influx of vehicles poses significant safety risks for local 
motorists, pedestrians, and agricultural machinery, while accelerating the deterioration of 
township infrastructure. 

4. Conflict with Township Vision and Existing Youth Facilities 

The proposed use is entirely out of alignment with Brown Township's long-standing rural 
preservation objectives. Our community is already uniquely well-served by youth and athletic 
facilities, currently hosting three—and soon to be four—local schools that specialize in and 
provide state-of-the-art infrastructure for youth sports. Carving out exceptional commercial use 
zoning for a redundant, destination-style sports complex undermines the township's established 
planning goals without fulfilling an unmet community need. 

5. Adverse Precedent for Zoning Changes 

Approving an Exceptional Use designation for a project of this intensity sets a dangerous 
precedent for future non-rural development in Brown Township. Granting this variance weakens 
the integrity of our zoning resolutions and opens the door for further commercial encroachment 
into areas strictly intended to preserve open space and agricultural land. 
Beneficial uses are not automatically appropriate in every location. Given the intense scale of 
the proposed development and its immediate proximity to rural homes, the burden must remain 
on the applicant to clearly demonstrate compatibility—which this proposal fails to do. For these 
reasons, I respectfully request that the Commission deny the requested exceptional use 
approval. 
 
Thank you for your time and dedicated consideration of this community matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jacob Hinton 
8330 Roberts Rd 
Hilliard, Ohio 43026 
Brown Township Resident  



Dear Members of the Franklin County Rural Zoning Commission, 
 
I am writing to express my formal opposition to Case ZON-26-06 regarding the 
proposed exceptional use at 3740 Walker Road (Parcel 120-000043). I respectfully 
request that this correspondence be entered into the public record and provided to all​
members of the Commission for consideration during their review of this case. As a 
resident of Brown Township, my family and I would be directly impacted by the 
increased traffic, noise, lighting, and environmental disruptions resulting from this high-​
density development. 
 
My concerns regarding this application are rooted in land-use compatibility, 
environmental preservation, and the long-term vision established for Brown Township. 
The Brown Township Comprehensive Plan places a strict emphasis on preserving rural​
character, agricultural land, open space, and low-density development patterns. The 
proposed 24-acre recreational and event campus—which includes multiple athletic 
fields, a community hall, kitchen/restroom facilities, playgrounds, sports courts,​
expansive parking areas, and internal roadways—is a commercial-scale facility that is 
fundamentally uncharacteristic of our rural community. 
 
Specifically, I encourage the Commission to deny this request based on the following 
critical impacts: 
1. Environmental Protection and the Big Darby Accord 
The proposed site falls within sensitive boundaries requiring strict adherence to the Big 
Darby Accord. The Accord mandates rigorous protections for the Big Darby Creek 
watershed, emphasizing low-impact development and the preservation of natural​
hydrology. Furthermore, within the next couple of months, the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources (ODNR) will be updating and finalizing their data from the OPS study 
and sharing their recommendations based on the most current information available​
for the health of the Big Darby Accord. Reviewing or approving a high-intensity 
development prior to the release of these critical scientific updates is premature. 
Introducing a major recreational campus with extensive impervious surfaces (such as 
parking​
lots and permanent structures) directly contradicts the conservation mandates of the Big 
Darby Accord and threatens the ecological balance of this protected corridor. 



2. Drainage and Runoff Risks 
The introduction of substantial hardscaping, internal roadways, and parking facilities will 
significantly alter the local topography and drainage patterns. Increased stormwater 
runoff poses a severe threat to neighboring agricultural properties and residential​
lots, which rely on delicate local drainage systems. The applicant has not demonstrated 
how a development of this magnitude can mitigate localized flooding and safely manage 
drainage without harming adjacent lands. 
3. Traffic Congestion and Road Safety 
Our local rural roads are fundamentally not engineered, graded, or scaled to handle the 
high volume of destination-style traffic generated by regional athletic tournaments, 
weekend events, and daily community gatherings. The influx of vehicles poses​
significant safety risks for local motorists, pedestrians, and agricultural machinery, while 
accelerating the deterioration of township infrastructure. 
4. Conflict with Township Vision and Existing Youth Facilities 
The proposed use is entirely out of alignment with Brown Township's long-standing rural 
preservation objectives. Our community is already uniquely well-served by youth and 
athletic facilities, currently hosting three—and soon to be four—local schools​
that specialize in and provide state-of-the-art infrastructure for youth sports. Carving out 
exceptional commercial use zoning for a redundant, destination-style sports complex 
undermines the township's established planning goals without fulfilling an unmet​
community need. 
5. Adverse Precedent for Zoning Changes 
Approving an Exceptional Use designation for a project of this intensity sets a 
dangerous precedent for future non-rural development in Brown Township. Granting this 
variance weakens the integrity of our zoning resolutions and opens the door for further​
commercial encroachment into areas strictly intended to preserve open space and 
agricultural land. 
Beneficial uses are not automatically appropriate in every location. Given the intense 
scale of the proposed development and its immediate proximity to rural homes, the 
burden must remain on the applicant to clearly demonstrate compatibility—which this​
proposal fails to do. For these reasons, I respectfully request that the Commission deny 
the requested exceptional use approval. 
 
Thank you for your time and dedicated consideration of this community matter. 



 
Sincerely, 
Doug Gerber  

3119 Walker Rd  

Hilliard Ohio 43026 

Brown township resident 
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Fitzpatrick, Raimere S

From: Shannon Marshall <shannon09m@hotmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 28, 2026 7:35 PM

To: Johnson, Kayla A.; Fitzpatrick, Raimere S; pete_marsh@browntwp.org; 

joe_martin@browntwp.org; pam_sayre@browntwp.org; becky_kent@browntwp.org

Subject: Opposition to Case ZON-26-06: Public Comment

We ask that our letter be added to the 
permanent case file and distributed to 
the board members. 
 
 
Opposition to Case ZON-26-06: Public Comment  
 
 
 
June 28th, 2026 
 
 
Dear Members of the Franklin County Rural Zoning Commission, 
We are writing to express our formal opposition to Case ZON-26-06 regarding the proposed exceptional use at 
3740 Walker Road (Parcel 120-000043). We respectfully request that this correspondence be entered into the 
public record and provided to all members of the Commission for consideration during their review of this case. 
As a resident of Brown Township, our family would be directly impacted by the increased traffic, noise, lighting, 
and environmental disruptions resulting from this high-density development. 
Our concerns regarding this application are rooted in land-use compatibility, environmental preservation, and 
the long-term vision established for Brown Township. The Brown Township Comprehensive Plan places a strict 
emphasis on preserving rural character, agricultural land, open space, and low-density development patterns. 
The proposed 24-acre recreational and event campus—which includes multiple athletic fields, a community 
hall, kitchen/restroom facilities, playgrounds, sports courts, expansive parking areas, and internal roadways—is 
a commercial-scale facility that is fundamentally uncharacteristic of our rural community. 
Please take time to read this article about a property the same people requesting this zoning change allowed 
to deteriorate and thus need demolished at the cost of others:  
 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from shannon09m@hotmail.com. 

Learn why this is important  
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Jenkins' 'miracle' mansion sees bleak demise 
dispatch.com 

 

 
 
Specifically, we encourage the Commission to deny this request based on the following critical impacts: 

1. Environmental Protection and the Big Darby Accord 
The proposed site falls within sensitive boundaries requiring strict adherence to the Big Darby Accord. The 
Accord mandates rigorous protections for the Big Darby Creek watershed, emphasizing low-impact 
development and the preservation of natural hydrology. Furthermore, within the next couple of months, the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) will be updating and finalizing their data from the OPS study 
and sharing their recommendations based on the most current information available for the health of the Big 
Darby Accord. Reviewing or approving a high-intensity development prior to the release of these critical 
scientific updates is premature. Introducing a major recreational campus with extensive impervious surfaces 
(such as parking lots and permanent structures) directly contradicts the conservation mandates of the Big 
Darby Accord and threatens the ecological balance of this protected corridor. 

2. Drainage and Runoff Risks 
The introduction of substantial hardscaping, internal roadways, and parking facilities will significantly alter the 
local topography and drainage patterns. Increased stormwater runoff poses a severe threat to neighboring 
agricultural properties and residential lots, which rely on delicate local drainage systems. The applicant has not 
demonstrated how a development of this magnitude can mitigate localized flooding and safely manage 
drainage without harming adjacent lands. 

3. Traffic Congestion and Road Safety 
Our local rural roads are fundamentally not engineered, graded, or scaled to handle the high volume of 
destination-style traffic generated by regional athletic tournaments, weekend events, and daily community 
gatherings. The influx of vehicles poses significant safety risks for local motorists, pedestrians, and agricultural 
machinery, while accelerating the deterioration of township infrastructure. 

4. Conflict with Township Vision and Existing Youth Facilities 
The proposed use is entirely out of alignment with Brown Township's long-standing rural preservation 
objectives. Our community is already uniquely well-served by youth and athletic facilities, currently hosting 
three—and soon to be four—local schools that specialize in and provide state-of-the-art infrastructure for youth 
sports. Carving out exceptional commercial use zoning for a redundant, destination-style sports complex 
undermines the township's established planning goals without fulfilling an unmet community need. 

5. Adverse Precedent for Zoning Changes 
Approving an Exceptional Use designation for a project of this intensity sets a dangerous precedent for future 
non-rural development in Brown Township. Granting this variance weakens the integrity of our zoning 
resolutions and opens the door for further commercial encroachment into areas strictly intended to preserve 
open space and agricultural land. 
Beneficial uses are not automatically appropriate in every location. Given the intense scale of the proposed 
development and its immediate proximity to rural homes, the burden must remain on the applicant to clearly 
demonstrate compatibility—which this proposal fails to do. For these reasons, we respectfully request that the 
Commission deny the requested exceptional use approval. 
 
Thank you for your time and dedicated consideration of this community matter. 
Sincerely, 
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Shannon and Matt Marshall  
 
8797 Carter Rd 
Hilliard, OH 43026 
 
Proud Brown Township Resident 
 
 

Caution 

This email originated from an email address that is 

outside of the county network. Do not click links 
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Fitzpatrick, Raimere S

From: Alexa Valentino <alexasevin@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2026 9:12 PM

To: Johnson, Kayla A.; Fitzpatrick, Raimere S

Cc: pete_marsh@browntwp.org; joe_martin@browntwp.org; pam_sayre@browntwp.org; 

becky_kent@browntwp.org

Subject: Opposition to Case ZON-26-06: Public Comment

Dear Members of the Franklin County Rural Zoning Commission, 

 

I am writing to express my formal opposition to Case ZON-26-06 regarding the proposed exceptional use at 3740 

Walker Road (Parcel 120-000043). I respectfully request that this correspondence be entered into the public record 

and provided to all 

members of the Commission for consideration during their review of this case. As a resident of Brown Township, my 

family and I would be directly impacted by the increased traffic, noise, lighting, and environmental disruptions 

resulting from this high- 

density development. 

 

My concerns regarding this application are rooted in land-use compatibility, environmental preservation, and the 

long-term vision established for Brown Township. The Brown Township 2024 Comprehensive Plan Update (which 

can be found here: https://verdantasplanning.com/browntwp/) places a strict emphasis on preserving rural 

character, agricultural land, open space, and low-density development patterns. The proposed 24-acre recreational 

and event campus—which includes multiple athletic fields, a community hall, kitchen/restroom facilities, 

playgrounds, sports courts, 

expansive parking areas, and internal roadways—is a commercial-scale facility that is fundamentally 

uncharacteristic of our rural community. 

 

Specifically, I encourage the Commission to deny this request based on the following critical impacts: 

1. Environmental Protection and the Big Darby Accord 

The proposed site falls within sensitive boundaries requiring strict adherence to the Big Darby Accord. The Accord 

mandates rigorous protections for the Big Darby Creek watershed, emphasizing low-impact development and the 

preservation of natural 

hydrology. Furthermore, within the next couple of months, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) will 

be updating and finalizing their data from the OPS study and sharing their recommendations based on the most 

current information available 

for the health of the Big Darby Accord. Reviewing or approving a high-intensity development prior to the release of 

these critical scientific updates is premature. Introducing a major recreational campus with extensive impervious 

surfaces (such as parking 

lots and permanent structures) directly contradicts the conservation mandates of the Big Darby Accord and 

threatens the ecological balance of this protected corridor. 

2. Drainage and Runoff Risks 

 You don't often get email from alexasevin@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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The introduction of substantial hardscaping, internal roadways, and parking facilities will significantly alter the local 

topography and drainage patterns. Increased stormwater runoff poses a severe threat to neighboring agricultural 

properties and residential 

lots, which rely on delicate local drainage systems. The applicant has not demonstrated how a development of this 

magnitude can mitigate localized flooding and safely manage drainage without harming adjacent lands. 

3. Traffic Congestion and Road Safety 

Our local rural roads are fundamentally not engineered, graded, or scaled to handle the high volume of destination-

style traffic generated by regional athletic tournaments, weekend events, and daily community gatherings. The influx 

of vehicles poses 

significant safety risks for local motorists, pedestrians, and agricultural machinery, while accelerating the 

deterioration of township infrastructure. 

4. Conflict with Township Vision and Existing Youth Facilities 

The proposed use is entirely out of alignment with Brown Township's long-standing rural preservation objectives. 

Our community is already uniquely well-served by youth and athletic facilities, currently hosting three—and soon to 

be four—local schools 

that specialize in and provide state-of-the-art infrastructure for youth sports. Carving out exceptional commercial 

use zoning for a redundant, destination-style sports complex undermines the township's established planning goals 

without fulfilling an unmet 

community need. 

5. Adverse Precedent for Zoning Changes 

Approving an Exceptional Use designation for a project of this intensity sets a dangerous precedent for future non-

rural development in Brown Township. Granting this variance weakens the integrity of our zoning resolutions and 

opens the door for further 

commercial encroachment into areas strictly intended to preserve open space and agricultural land. 

Beneficial uses are not automatically appropriate in every location. Given the intense scale of the proposed 

development and its immediate proximity to rural homes, the burden must remain on the applicant to clearly 

demonstrate compatibility—which this 

proposal fails to do. For these reasons, I respectfully request that the Commission deny the requested exceptional 

use approval. 

 

Thank you for your time and dedicated consideration of this community matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

Alexa and Jiovanni Valentino 

3099 Walker Rd 

Brown Township Resident 

  

Caution 

This email originated from an email address that is 

outside of the county network. Do not click links 

or open attachments unless you recognize the 

sender and know the content is safe. 
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Fitzpatrick, Raimere S

From: Jan Scipio <janbill2@sbcglobal.net>

Sent: Monday, June 29, 2026 3:07 PM

To: Johnson, Kayla A.; Fitzpatrick, Raimere S; pete_marsh@browntwp.org; 

joe_martin@browntwp.org; pam_sayre@browntwp.org; becky_kent@browntwp.org

Subject: Opposition to Case ZONE-26-06: Public Comment

Date: June 29th, 2026 

Dear Members of the Franklin County Rural Zoning Commission, 

My husband and I have lived in Brown Township for 33 years.  We have loved every minute of raising our two sons in a 
rural community.  Our sons made the decision to purchase land here when they married so their children could have the 
same childhood surrounded by lush farmland, green grass, Darby creek, with minimal traffic and quiet caring 
neighbors.  We have had to make several concessions over the years to allow a certain amount of growth, as expected. 
However, we feel approving an Exceptional Use designation for a project of this intensity is a serious threat to our future rural 
community.  

With that being send, please accept our formal request below: 

Brown Township residents Jan and Bill Scipio formally oppose Case ZONE-26-06, a proposed 24-acre 
recreational campus at 3740 Walker Road, citing incompatibility with the rural character and land-use plans for 
the area. The opposition highlights potential negative impacts, including environmental threats to the Big Darby 
Accord area, increased traffic congestion, and drainage risks from the proposed high-density development. The 
submission urges the Franklin County Rural Zoning Commission to deny the exceptional use request. 

Thank you. We appreciate your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jan and Bill  Scipio 

8905 Patterson Road 

Hilliard, Ohio 43026 

Brown Township Residents 
 

Caution 

This email originated from an email address that is 

outside of the county network. Do not click links 

or open attachments unless you recognize the 

sender and know the content is safe. 
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​Opposition to Case ZONE-26-06: Public Comment​

​Date: June 29th, 2026​

​Dear Members of the Franklin County Rural Zoning Commission,​

​I am writing to express my formal opposition to Case ZON-26-06 regarding the proposed exceptional use at​
​3740 Walker Road (Parcel 120-000043). I respectfully request that this correspondence be entered into the​
​public record and provided to all members of the Commission for consideration during their review of this case.​
​As a resident of Brown Township, my family and I would be directly impacted by the increased traffic, noise,​
​lighting, and environmental disruptions resulting from this high-density development.​

​My concerns regarding this application are rooted in land-use compatibility, environmental preservation, and​
​the long-term vision established for Brown Township. The Brown Township Comprehensive Plan places a strict​
​emphasis on preserving rural character, agricultural land, open space, and low-density development patterns.​
​The proposed 24-acre recreational and event campus—which includes multiple athletic fields, a community​
​hall, kitchen/restroom facilities, playgrounds, sports courts, expansive parking areas, and internal roadways—is​
​a commercial-scale facility that is fundamentally uncharacteristic of our rural community.​

​Specifically, I encourage the Commission to deny this request based on the following critical impacts:​

​1. Environmental Protection and the Big Darby Accord​

​The proposed site falls within sensitive boundaries requiring strict adherence to the Big Darby Accord. The​
​Accord mandates rigorous protections for the Big Darby Creek watershed, emphasizing low-impact​
​development and the preservation of natural hydrology. Furthermore, within the next couple of months, the​
​Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) will be updating and finalizing their data from the OPS study​
​and sharing their recommendations based on the most current information available for the health of the Big​
​Darby Accord. Reviewing or approving a high-intensity development prior to the release of these critical​
​scientific updates is premature. Introducing a major recreational campus with extensive impervious surfaces​
​(such as parking​
​lots and permanent structures) directly contradicts the conservation mandates of the Big Darby Accord and​
​threatens the ecological balance of this protected corridor.​

​2. Drainage and Runoff Risks​

​The introduction of substantial hardscaping, internal roadways, and parking facilities will significantly alter the​
​local topography and drainage patterns. Increased stormwater runoff poses a severe threat to neighboring​
​agricultural properties and residential lots, which rely on delicate local drainage systems. The applicant has not​
​demonstrated how a development of this magnitude can mitigate localized flooding and safely manage drainage​
​without harming adjacent lands.​



​3. Traffic Congestion and Road Safety​

​Our local rural roads are fundamentally not engineered, graded, or scaled to handle the high volume of​
​destination-style traffic generated by regional athletic tournaments, weekend events, and daily community​
​gatherings. The influx of vehicles poses significant safety risks for local motorists, pedestrians, and agricultural​
​machinery, while accelerating the deterioration of township infrastructure.​

​4. Conflict with Township Vision and Existing Youth Facilities​

​The proposed use is entirely out of alignment with Brown Township's long-standing rural preservation​
​objectives. Our community is already uniquely well-served by youth and athletic facilities, currently hosting​
​three—and soon to be four—local schools that specialize in and provide state-of-the-art infrastructure for youth​
​sports. Carving out exceptional commercial use zoning for a redundant, destination-style sports complex​
​undermines the township's established planning goals without fulfilling an unmet​
​community need.​

​5. Adverse Precedent for Zoning Changes​

​Approving an Exceptional Use designation for a project of this intensity sets a dangerous precedent for future​
​non-rural development in Brown Township. Granting this variance weakens the integrity of our zoning​
​resolutions and opens the door for further commercial encroachment into areas strictly intended to preserve​
​open space and agricultural land.​

​Beneficial uses are not automatically appropriate in every location. Given the intense scale of the proposed​
​development and its immediate proximity to rural homes, the burden must remain on the applicant to clearly​
​demonstrate compatibility—which this proposal fails to do. For these reasons, I respectfully request that the​
​Commission deny the requested exceptional use approval.​

​Thank you for your time and dedicated consideration of this community matter.​

​Sincerely,​
​Blake and McKenzie Scipio​
​8348 Carter Road​
​Hilliard, Ohio 43026​

​Brown Township Resident​
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